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Antiquity Revived, &.. 


Hen Alexander, ſurnamed the Great, 
had ſubjugated to tus Will and 
Power the moſt flouriſhing Domi- 
nions of Greece, together with the 
famous City of Athens, that bad the higheſt | 
Repute for Literature, and Civil Government, 
being forc'd to ſubmit to chat naighty Conque-®L 
* ror: When not a few of Her Citizens de- 
ſpairing of their former Freedom, and thoſe 
{ Encouragements to Erudition and polite Sci- 
ence, Which She had with ſo much Renown 
2 formerly enjoy'd, left her Dominion. Amongſt 
> Which a Senator, a Philoſopher, and a perſon 
; of Sacerdotal FunAion, took ſhipping , with 
{ intent to land in Perſis Where Darias then 
* Reign'd, and was afterwards overcome by 
gy the abovemention'd Alexander. 
5 Butthe Winds not favouring their Voyage, 
2 they were forc'd by a Storm on a certain 
Z Iſland that had beenanciently call'd Afreads : 
which denomination, as ſome affim, was de- 
riv'd from the Goddeſs Afres, celebrated by 
| Poets as the Tutelar Deity of Piety and Ju- 
ſtice ; which Deity, as they relate, bad an- 
ciently a Being on Earth, till the deprayation 
+ of 


(2) 
of Mankind both in reſpe&t of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and their Integrity to Laws and Civil Go- 
vernment, caus'd rhizGoddefs,as affronted by 
all ſorts of Impieties, ro abDicate ber Per- 
ſon fromthe Beings of Men ; whether for the 
Reaſon that the Preceprts of this Celeſtial 
Guide had been longer retain'd in this Iſland, 
than in any other Region, might give oecaſlion 
to its Inhabitants to call it Aſfreade, I will not 
poſitively atficm: Bur this I dare aver, That 
never any Country deſerv'd more Elteem for 
{ Preſerving the Soundneſs of Her primitive 

Faith and Manners. 

The Three Perſons before expreſs'd, being 
the Chief of thoſe that the cempeſtuous Rage 
of che Ocean had cait on this Iſland, our Di(- 
courſe ſhall be here limited to them, and a 
few ſuch of the Inhabitants of A/ireades as 
pUrteouſly gave them Reception. 

# This Iſland was of large Extent, if not 
"great and powerful, both in the Number, 
Grandenr, and Valor of Inhabitants,and Opu- 
lency of Soil, and Conveniency of Scituation, 
 Prefeiabic 1 moſt ReſpeQs, if compar'd with 
| Other Neighbouring Dominions; and bad not 
| viſibly deviated, in anyknown Ape, from re- 
| quiſte Greatneſs or Virtue. 
| As ſoon as theſe Athenians landed, the next 

Inbabitants to the Shore, receiv'd them very 

courteouſly, and took care for their Accom- 


| 


| 


their 


modation in all things as was requiſite ©o | 
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their Diſtreſs : And diſcerning that of theſe 
ſhipwrack'd Perſons, Three of them, by their 
Habits, bad an important diſtinction from the 
reſt, they gave notice of cheir Quality and 
Function to one of the chiefeſt of their Fide- 
endm;, Whoſe Office was to examine Stran- 


vers, and take care that no Religion differing 
from theirs ſhould be diffuz'd within che Iſland 
of Afreads. This Fidefendon being accompa- 
nied with one of their Civil Svveriors, who 
from the Duties of his Place was caſld a 
Fuſſmedos,or principal Magiftrates of that Prin- 
cipality ; which was ſo bappy, as neither the 
Imputation of Tyranny in cheir Monarchs, or 
eteſtable Sedition and Rebellion of cheir 
People, bad any ſanguine Records amongſt 
them. 
As ſoon as they had kindly ſaluted the Arbe- 


9: Strangers,and given them ſuch Entertain- 
ment as Was ſuitable ro their Condition , the 


idefendon took occaſion to let them kriow, 
That as they pitied their Sufferance in their 
paſt Voyage, ſo he could not bur difſuade, for 
he benefit of their Souls , their manner of 
orſhip, if difſenting frora his in worſhiping 
df the Divine Powers. And fince be'perceiv'd 
bat one of them was habited in the Veſtenencs 
f a Prieſt and Sagrificer, according to the 
uſtom of their Nation , he was willing to 


$ake Cognizance of his Perſuaſion, and en- 
eavor, if he found it erroneous, to inform 


1m better, B a The 


(. 


(4) 

The Atheman Prieſt gravely return'd his 
thanks to the Fidefendon for his offer*d Favor ; 
but told him withal, That their Religion con- 
ſiſting, for the moſt part, of Ceremonies and 
Sacrificial Nuties to the Gods, which long 
continu'd Uſage had been traditionally con- 
vey*d,and of which they had no greater Proof 
than Writings and Records, the Wiſdom and 


Diſcipline of their Country had thought fit to 


allow,it would not be thought convenient for 
him to venture their Perſuafion fo receiv'd, 
and which he could not otherwiſe demon- 
ſtrate, on tic force of Argument. Adding be- 
ſides, That he was obliged by bis Function 
andIntereſt cautiouſly to diſcuſs, at leaſt not 
to allow of any Motives or Arguments , if 
ejudicial to the Tenents he was tor pro» 
eſs 


! The Philoſopher that was of the ſame Na-$ 


tion, Was inwardly aſham'd, as he obſerv'd 
the Evaſion made by the Prieſt, telling the F- 
defenden, That if he would oblige them ſo far 
as to undertake to inform them better that 
they hitherto nnde1 ſtood, on the Divine Ac- 
count, he aſſur'd that it ſhould be grateful! 
receiv'd by him, notwithſtanding the preſent 
averſion of his Countryman the Arbens 
Prieſt, which he hopcd did not proceed fron 
obdurancy of Mind, in caſe his Reaſons wer: 
appoſitely prevalent. 
The * dos likewiſe readily declar'd] 


| (5) 
us That after the Fidefendon had deliver*d what 
1: Y was fit to be underſtood in reference to the 
Religion of Afreads, that he would acquaine 
them witch ſuch Laws and Politiques of State 
"SY as had been the long approv'd Support of 
their Monarchical Dominion. 
The Athenian Senator , that had not yet 
I ſpoke, acknowledg'd the Obligation great,be- 
J ing no leſs deſirous than the Philoſopher, to 
29, F bear che Maxims of that Iſland's Government 
' Fexplain'd, unto which other Countries were 
oe. I <!trang'd both as to their Conſtitution and 
Practice. 
The Fidefendon, by the Prerogative of his 
© Office being firſt ro ſpeak, in reſpect that the 
” \ EConcern of Religion ought to have the pre. 
cedent Diſcuſſion, he began to deliver himſelf 
Na. f after this manner : kc 
He told them, That he was very inclirable 
to treat favourably their Perſuaſion, both as 
they were Strangers, and becauſe the Civility 
Yof their Iſland, and Complaifance of their 
Morals, oblig*d them not to refle@t with bit- 
terreſs on the Perſuaſions of others that had 
been introduc'd by Cuſtom, and as it were 
- Fſuck*dintortheir Underſtandings with the Milk 
Yof cheir Mothers : hoping that of themſelves 
Frhey would diſcern their Errors, if perſpicu- 
uſly unvaiPd to their Judgments, by which 
ney would ſoon apprehend what fort of Men 
dught to be charg*d with ſuch Enormities and 
B 3 Abſur- 
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Abſurdities in Belief, as were too frequent 

After which, the Fidefendon, with a ſteady 
Countenance, deliver'd himſelf in this man- 
ner : 

Know, faid he, that the Worſhip we ac- 
knowledge, and to the obſervance of which 
we devourtly erect the eyes of our Souls, ef: 
Sy conſiſts on theſe following Particu- 

5. 

L That as the World had a manifeſt Con. 
tinuation from Providence, ſo likewiſe was it 
founded on irs Power, though not to be other. 


| awiie ſearct'd or explain'd : And conſequently 


Frhat all definitions of the Deity, chat it was 
totally ſpiritual; or as ſome held who had 
celebrated Demy-gods, after the manner c 
others, who attributed half Divinity to ſome 
Inſtructers of Worſhip, as well as to their” 
reputed Heroiques, were no leſs ridiculous, 
than abſurd. It being impoſſible that Reli. 
gion ſhould be ſo near ally'd to Mortality, or. 
be oblig'd to a Founder of human Denomi- 
nation. And if the World was govern'd by 
a viſible and conſtant Providence, there was 
no Reaſon to doubt that Religion was dedu- 
cible from thence, and no leſs manifeſt and 
perpetually extant to Senſe,as palpably as we 
behold the Sky and Stars above our Heads 
Wherefore that this ſupreme Tenent ought to 
be allow'd and reverenc'd as the moſt clear 
+ four 
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foundation of Belief, concluding that it had 
been as generally conceded, had not the In- 
ventions and Frauds of Men oppor'd fo clear 
and known a Truth. Adding, That he defir'd 
ro hear what could be oppo#d to this No. 
tion, before he proceeded to other Principles 
nick Y of their Worſhip. 

The Atbemian Philoſopher, judg'd that the 
Method propog'd was highly rational, and of 
divine and natural Simplicity : And turning 
to the Athenian Prieſt told him, That it was in- 
cumbent on him to iultifie the reaſonable In- 
tegrity of the Worſhip he profeſgd, if in the 
compa's of his underſtanding, leſt his Devo- 
tion were held unrighteouſly apply*d to Hea- | 
ven, and Altars polluted by the cruel Sacrifi 
ces of Creatures, whereby the Divinc Powe 
might be rather incensd, than propitiouſly 
: 4 implor'd to the advantage of Humane 
Frailty: 

The Grecian Prieſt , was not a little con- 
cern'd that he ſhould be thus woo'd to a Diſ- 
putation of this Nature, which he was very 
prone to avoid: Bur judging that it was for 
the Credit and Intereſt of his Perſuaſion and 
Function, to aCt polemically in their Defence, 
he reply'd to this purpoſe : 

That he would not undertake to proveany 
other Evidence of the Bclief he profeſgd, than 
what redounded from Uſage and allow'd Re- 
Ception, as it had been written, or traditio- 
B 4 nally 
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nally convey*d by ſuch that were not manifeſt. 
ily liable co the Imputation of Fraud in what 
they dcliver'd ; who, as they were Founders 
of Worſhip, were likewiſe eſteem'd inſpir'd, i 
not oraculouſly inſtrutted from above. That 
Men from Men, in reſpett of outward Rules 
and Certainty, bad been propenſe to acqui- 
eſce in ſuch Notions, though not otherwiſe# 
demonſtrative. Neither did he deny that 
general Providence,as the Fidefenden alledg'd, 
was more apparent and viſible than any par. 
ticular Tenent of Religion, however it came 
ro paſs that Maxims of Worſhip were fo ex. 
cremely various in divers Nations, though 
within the compaſs of one entire World, and 


F Divine Conduct. That it were to be wiſh'd 


that every Article of Faith had been as diſcer- 
nable as the Orb of Light, nay, written with 
a Sun-bcam on every Objett we behold : But 
this general Conviction being not to be per- 
ceived, Men ought to follow ſuch DoCtrines 
as have gain'd moſt Credit on their Under: 
ſtandings. 

The Fidefendon told him , That he com- 
mended him for wiſhing that the Ellentials of 
Divine Worſhip had greater Evidence -than 
human Relations or Tenents preſcrib'd by 
the Pen of Man, by reaſon that it Was not 
apparent how far they ought to be credibly} 
allow'd, or accompany*d with any ſenſible 
Demonttration that Invention or Deceit did! 
rot 
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not manage the Contrivanee : For though a 
Book may With ſufficient aflurance deliver a 
Mathematical Certainty with a quod eras de- 
monſtrandam : It is much otherwiſe as to 
Fundamental of Faith as it ſhould 
Heaven, which reacherh the Soul viſibly to 
apprehend the Illuminations without Book 
from above; to which undeniable ConviCtion 
all the Faculties of the Mind, and what can 
be attributed to every Senſe that operates iz 
Mankind, fully affenr. " "oY 
Suppoſe, be added, that I ſhould inſpe&F 
ſuch Writings of yours as are no leſs eſteem'd 
by you than ſacred Records, and ſhould find 
there ſuch Acts of your deified Fupiter, as 
you grant Miraculous : Were it therefore as 
clear, in the judgment of any indifferent Un- 
derftanding, that your Deity either did fach 
Wonders,or delegated by Inſpiration any Per- 
ſons to convey them to others; when you 
neither produce or relie on any viſible Fact, 
or univerſal Manifeſtation of his Omnipotent 
Power, together with the Reverence incum- 
bent, from thence, on the Soul of Man. Our 
IncelleCts are ſenſibly afſur*d, That we ought 
to pay Adoration on our Knees to what we! 
ſee nor, from what we ocularly behold in the! 
admirable Frame and Structure of the Uni- 
verſe, in whoſe Circumference ſhould not the 
fixed Stars ſtand at one conſtant diſtance one 
from another, and the dinrmal motion of the 
Orbs 
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Ocbs above perpetually keep the ſame time, 
no Individual would,in probability,laſt a mo- 
ment; But we reflect on you Greciex:, no leſs 
than on other Nations of the Earth, that by 
invented Denominations and Beli-fs,preſump- 
tuouſly impoſe on Heaven what is not to be 
diſcern'd from'thence by any actual Object or 
Propriety. ; 

And could any thing be more perfectly or 


F neceſlarily perceiv'd, than what obviouſly re- 


ſults from the Condudt of the Univerſe above 


and below : It were impious to concede,that 


it would not be effetually conveyed and ſecn 
by our Eycs no leſs undoubredly than requilite 
to terminate and convict our Underitandings, 
Which to deny were very abſurd, and conſe- 


# quently would force on Providence a de- 


" fect. 


Some there are who confidently afficm , 


$ That the Condu of the Univerſe doth de- 
$ pendantly ſubſiſt, and guided in all ics Ope- 

' Tations and Ettects, by a ſpiriwal Being ; but 
* how a ſþiritual Eſſence can aftuate on things 


$ of a corporcal Nature, that are limited and 


$ may imagine, to the higheſt degree of Pari- 


qualified accordingly, is not intelligible, we 


ty, that one Subſtance may be more refind 


$# and dignifed than another,as we behold from 


the Figure and Beams of the Sun, and other 


#' of the Celeſtial Bodies ; yet not be able from 


thence to define a Spirit, or to attribute to a 
Divine 


( In 
Divine ſpiritual Eſſence the contiguous order 
and diſpoſal of Subſtances terminated by ma- 
cerial parts and effeCts of Senſe, as are our 
human Bodies, and whatſoever has Vegeta- 
tion or Life; to afhrm otherwiſe,is not 
diſcharg?d from Contradiction. | KS 

In like manner it ſeems no leſs naturalÞT” © 
repugnant to Reaſon, in ſuch as do maintain 
that ſpiritual Worſhip is due from. the human 
Soul; which as it bas its Being, and aftuates 
in the Body of Man, can bave no proper 
Idea of any ſpiritual Exiftence. Let any one 
chat would be thought to believe otherwiſe, 
proſtrate himſelf as devoutly as he can, and 
he will find, in oppoſition to this Maxim, 
That his Contemplation will furniſh him with 
ſomething or other that reſembles Body and 
Parts, and moſt likely ſuch as are of human 
Similictude, ſuitable to the Deities chat for the 
moſt part are worſhipr,for which the Fitions 
of the Prieſthood ought to be accountable. 
This Example, in ſtead of other Argument, I 
bold fully ſufficient ro convince Oppoſers,that | 
the Notion of ſpiritual Worſhip isneither rea- | 
ſonable, or naturally allowable : In ſtead of! 
which will clearly propoſe,when I couch that 
Particular, fuch a ſenſible and proper Wor-/ 
ſhip, though annexed to no denomination off 
Deity, in any kind, as ſhall manifeft the Reli- 
gion We Aſtreadans profeſs, to be more ratio- 
nal than what can be urg'd to the contrary by 
any oppoſite Perſuaſion. The 
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The Grecian Senator,very gravely obſery*] 
the preceding Diſcourſe; and though he was 
inclin'd to eſteem the Laws and Uſage of his 
Country both on the Divine and Civil Ac- 
count, he rcadily acknowledg'd that neither 
of thoſe were valuable, if not of ſound and 
unbiaſed Conftruttion ; wherefore he was 
very deſirous to attend the Period of this con- 
erable Debate. 


| 
| 


| 


F When the Philoſopher, his'Aﬀociate, who 
| had been poſitively educated in the Arbenjan 
School, acknowlcdg'd by the World for the 
1, moſt exquiſit Seminary of Letters, where he 
| had gradually arriv'd to the height of Phi- 
} Ioſophical Science, was ſomewhar earneſter 
than the Senator, to underſtand if reverential 
{ Worſhip could be apparently deducible from 
& the exterior and ſenſible As of Providence ; 
& aſſuring che Prieſt, his Companion, That un- 


of Adoration, the Altars and Sacrifices, how- 
| ever beneficial they had been to Men of his 
Function, would ſink in Repute , notwith- 
# ſtanding the Eſteem they had formerly recei- 
Wved. Art which words the Prieſt being not a 
Wlictle concern'd, and rubbing of his Forehead 
thard, with nota little Prieſtly Confidence, be- 
pan in this manner : 

W I well know, that Univerſal Providence, 
| however it may ſecm diſguis'd or perplex'd, 
af by the various Opinions and Religions of the 
| Wer.d, 


© Icfs he could make out his particular method 
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World, ought to have a Divine Attribure re- 
verer Od by Mankind ; and that the Convi- 
tion is no leſs apparent, than that chere is 
Day and Night, Heat and Moiſture, and 
other elementary qualities, by which the 
Univerſe do's ſubſiſt : That not a few,of pre 


found Erudition, have affirm'd , That thes ks 


whole Bulk and Fabrick of the Univerſe is * 
animated, preſerv*d, and govern'd by one 
Soul or Providence ; on which Account 
acknowledge,that there is an aCtual Supreme 
Condudlt as clearly manifeſt, as we know by 
Senſe that Earth, Water, or Air, have their 
proper Qualities and Beings. But this genes+ ' 
ral Soul of the World being impoſſible to be 
view'd or reſembled by Shape or Figure, no 
more than the Soul or Life, that aftuates the 
Body of Man, isto be ſeen or deſcrib'd, they 
allow it a ſupreme and eſſential Conduct on 
which the conſervation of all above and below 
deperds. For which Reaſon they hold it ab- 
ſurd to gve a definitive Name - to any thing 
that is not perceptible to Senſe, how cxcel- 
lene ſoever they grant its Being and Cons | 
duct. | f 
| And though I am of the Prieſthood ,' my | 
Ingenuity do's oblige to grant, that it is nos 
eaſie to give a Denomination to an inviſible : 
Power, or a ſupreme Cauſe, whoſe Eſſence is 
abſconded, and can no otherwiſe be reyeren- 
ced, than by the Effects it producetb. 


On 
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On which ground they argue, That an un- 


+ Certain Name or Notion of Divine Power, as 
+ it may be fignificd by the Word Providence, 


is [cſs temerarious, and of more praQticable 


! Intelligence, than Definitions of Men thac 


pretend to explain a deified Eſſence. 
And thus, continu'd the Prieſt, we are ſe- 
rely cenſur*'d, and pretendedly recrimina- 
ted for propoſing to the World fuch Tenents 


4 as ur..ertake to furniſh the Underſtanding 


With a more ſuperlative Intimacy with the Di- 


|: vine Power, than by any Fatt or Condutt of 


{. Heaven, is manifeſtly explain'd. And like- 


LY & 
Ma 


wiſe refleft on our uſual Worſhip, as the Ca- 


8; ralogue of ſuperſtitious Frauds and Devices, 


- 
4 


: 
. 


notwithſtanding it be clear both to us and 
them, that unleſs it be granted that Devotion 


: be explain'd, after our manner of Adora- 
x tion, in reference to Divinity, Religion can 
1 


# have no Certainty, or practical Obſer- 


# vance. 


The Fidefendon reply*d, that the Arbenian 


 Prieft, had conceded enough in that he gram- 
© ed,” That the Omnipotent or Supreme Being 
& might have an implicite Demonſtration, 
$7 though not the eflence known by the word, 
$3as in the example you mention'd of the Soul 
Win the Body of Man : the word Soul does not 


| 


: 
i" 
2" k 


T 
bd 


Wexplain the Being of the human Soul,though 
by its conceiv*d Operation we give it a name, 


by which we rather would know than cer- 
rainly 
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T'E5- 7) 
rainly able from thence to expreſs its nature. 
In like manner, We Aftreadans, after the ra- 
tional form of Worſhip profeir'd by us, at- 
tribute to the Denomination of Providence, 
an Omnipotency or Drvine Conſervator and 
Diſpoſer of the total World, as it is either 
compord of whatſoever we behold, or of 
what we do neither diſcern or apprehend: 
And yet we do not definitively infer from 
any of theſe Expreſſions, the Eſſential Nature 
or Modality of Exiſtence in reference to the 
Supreme Power which we devourly celebrate: 
In your City of Athens, where Literature bas 
been ſo anciently Famous, you deify an Om- 
nipotent Being ; but inſtead of cefining his 
Etlence, you dedicate your Worſhip to the 
unknown God, as the publick Inſcriptions on 
your Temples and Altars declare. By which 
T it is evident, That you renounce all Tenents 
that pretend to Defimtions of the Nature of * 


the Deity you adore, by which the Prudence - 


of your Republick judictouſly avoided the in- 
tolerable Abſurdities that otherwiſe would 
have been propagated amongft you. 

And had your Citizens becn allow*d the 
freedom of Diſcuſling, or ſuffer*d any Tenenrs 
that bad undertook ro explain the Diyine E(- 
lence, your City had been infected with more 
x contagious Errors relating to Belief, than you 

do at this day profeſs. For if you bad allow'd 
g any Corporeal Figure or Being, to what you 
| Divinely 
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, Undoubted Principle of Opticks, and no leſs 


(16) 
Divinely celebrate; you muſt have repre. 
ſented it in the likeneſs of Humanity , or 
other Animal. On the contrary, if you had 
given it a ſpiritual Attribute, you had then 
determin'd more Exorbitantly, and leſs ln. 
telligible. Becauſe the underſtanding can have 
no comprehenſion of any ſpiritual Exiſtency 
that is in no kind the Object of Senſe. Nor 
can any, however confident they ſeem to be, 
with the leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon affirm, That 
a bodily Eye can diſcern that which hath no 
Body ; which were a Contradition to the 


ide from the Underſtanding, or impoſlible 
to fall within the compaſs of its knowledge ; 
according to that clear Philoſophical Maxim, 
That nothing is i” the Intelleft of Man, but was 
in the Senſes; whereas it is evident from 
what is here alledg*d, That a ſpiritual Being 
cannot be in any kind the Object of the Un- 
derſtanding or Senſes. | 
To conclude, Whatſoever is not to be ſeen 


_ or felt, is impoſſible ro be apprehended or 


notional to human Conception. And I think 
no Man will undertake to demonſtrate, that 
a Spirit is either to be touch'd or ſeen. And 
theſe Reaſons I conceive enough to invalidate 
all ſpiritual Definitions and Notions,by whom- 
ſoever aſſerted. 

And yet I grant, faid the Fidefendon, That 
from the ſublime Effe&ts and Proprieties of - 

Cau 
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Cauſe ſenſibly apparent, I may concede that 
ir is ſupreme and ineftable ; by Reaſon of the 
attual digniry of its Operation, notwithitand- 
ing it be far impoſſible for me to apprehend 
the manner of jts Exiſtence, or Being ; as 1s 
manifeſt from the Example of Providence,be- 
fore-mention'd ; the excellency of whoſe 
actual and continual Benignity in the won- 
derful Order and Conſervation of the Uni- 
verſe, and all things it contains, is apparent 
ro our Underſtandings, by the undeniable al- 
lowance of all our Senſes ; as Seeing, Hcar- 
mg, Taſting, Smelling, Touching ; theſe aſ- 
fire us of a Providential Being. How remote 
ſoever, or abſconded the Modality of its Ex- 
iſtence, 1s from our Apprehenſions : Like tc 
ſome admirable Structure, from whoſe Comms, 1 
poſure, Furniture, Parts, and Proportions, 1 
admire the perfect Abilities of the Architet 
and Founder, though unknown to me the, 
ſuperlative Skill and Matcrials chat com- 
pleated the Fabrick. And 1 cannot bur reite- 
rate, That there is nothing more fallible or 
abſurd, than poſitively to affirm, That in al- 
lowing of a Supreme Cauſe, they muſt  ne- 
ceſlarily grant a ſpiritual Exiſtence, it being _ 
very poſlible, that ſuch an Efficient, howſo- 
ever ſuperlative allow'd in its Eſſence, may 
be no Spirit, as ſome undertake to define, nor 
of bodily ſubſtance in any corporeal Senſe or 
Attribute that can be apprehended by w 
C A 
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For if it animate all things, or be diffugd, as 
a Soul, of which every individual Being par- 
ticipares, as was precedently mention'd , it 
cannot be perceptible in whole, or in part,no 
more than the human Soul is robe diſcern'd, 
in its Figure or Proportion that gives Life 
and Motion to the Body. All which does 
ſufficiently manifeſt, that a Supreme Cauſe 
may be viſibly exiſtent in che Eff-Cts it pro» 
duceth ; yet fo, as not to be otherwiſe de- 
kn'd or apprehended. 

On which grounds we of chis Iſland of 
Aſtreads adore Providence, without giving to 
it the name of Deity, or obliging our ſelves 
togivea denomination to a Being or Elſence 
that we cannot intelligibly expreſs, and ſo be 
neceſſitated to deviſe an equivalent Term or 
Notion of Divinity at a Venture. Whereas 


Y we conccive that we are pertinently devour, 


if ſenſible of its Effefts, however obſcure its 
Being, if we pay our Adoration in that me- 
thod for the Benefits we receive: And that as 
an undiſcernible Foreſeer, Provider, and Dif- 


Ipoſer of all things, for the Glory of it ſelf, 
$="d humane preſervation and ſubſiſtence, we 
Fcelebrate Providence; not with leſs reverence 
Shan ſuch as would be thought ſtriftly to 


;—"agg and implore what they think fic co 
deite. 
'Twere more tedious than neceſlary,ſhould 


$ entertain you, who are Strangers to our 
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wink'd the undesſtandings of Men that are 
| ____ leave, concluded the Fidefendon, 


(20) 
Climate, with an elaborate Repctition of our 
Forms of Prayer, and manner of Devotion : 
which, in ſums, 1s no other, than that we re. 
verence on our Knees the ineftable Diſpoler 
and Giver of the Bleſlings we receive ; like 
to a Man that ſhould have a Bounty convey'd 
to him by an unknown hand, and who, in 
that Caſe, would not think himſelf tacitely 
oblig*d to return his acknowledgment,though 
he was ignorant of the Motive, Nature, and 
Dignity of the Perſon that was the Be- 
ſtower. 

On what account the Tenents and Super- 
ſtructures of others, not to refleft on their 
notorious Frauds and Devices, have hood- 


| 


ot united to us by the ſenſible method of our 
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co your judicious Examination. 


The Philoſopher obſerving that his Coun- | 
tryman Prieſt was ſumewhat troubled to re- | 
ply, or ruminating of what Argument wa | 
ficteſt to be infinuated in defence of his Per- " 
ſuaſion, ſpoke to the Fidefendon in theſe 
words. | 


1 am apt to grant both as a Philoſopher, 
and as far as Reaſun ought to convince me, 
that there 1s an implicit Reverence, as you 
have judiciouſly maintain'd, due to the fen- 
| ſible 
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ſible operations of Providence; all which 1 
do as clearly perceive, as that the Sun has - 


warmneſs in his Beams, and that Day and 
Night have a reciprocal management, as they 
beneficially vary and commode the ſeveral 
Climates of the Univerſe: or that Mankind, 


and every Animal and Vegetive is nouriftyd: 


and ſupported by operatiqns of a Cauſe pre- 
dominarely abſconded. 

Towhich, I likewiſe condeſcend, That you 
aptly give the denomination of Providence, 
wichout undertaking to define its Eſſence ; as 
he that ſees Light, feels the ettects of che 
Suns heat, is capable of underſtanding what 
he intends by either of the words, but not 
therefore apprehenſive of the compoſition or 
ellential nature of the ſubſtance from whence 
they proceed. 


Neither canl diſſent from you, as you Cce- 


I lebrate under the Notion of Providence the 


1n- | 
re- | 
Vas | 
cr- 

eſe 


Devotion you apply; in reſpect that what I 


am rationally obligd to admire as an ineffable 


Supporter and Diſpoſer of all things, I may 


undoubtedly worſhip in a general Senſe with- . 
J out other definition : to explain which, the 


3 Reaſons you have precedently alledg'd are 


er, | 
me, 
7OU 
(en- 


ible 


ſo many and perſpicuous, as they need no 
Illuſtration : So that as a rational Man and a 
Philoſopher, I readily concede, that the Be- 
lief you Aſtreadans profels, is both Natural 
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and Philoſophical ; neither can any other re. 
ligiovs Propoſal, however reputed divine or 
inſpir'd; derer me from allowing my higheſt 
Admiration and Reverence to the methnds of 
thac Perſuaſion that is evidenely familiar to 
my Soul and Senſes, in the (ame manner as 
you deduce your Creed from the condutt of 


Providence; and why the Devotion of the þ 


World ſhoi1ld not be univerſally united in 
thar primitive one entire and obvious means 
of Worſhip, is not eaſily underſtood. 


# To which the Fidefendon readily anſwer'd, 
eelling che Philoſopher, that he had proceeded 
ingemouſly in his Conceſſion relating to what 
had been diſcuſs'd : And rhat he concluded 
with a very conſiderable mark on the deplo. 
rable Folly of Mankind in being fo abſurdly 


divided by their Beliefs, conſidering that as | 


the Worlc '; one, ſo there can be bur one 
true Propoi:uon or Motive in order to Wor- 


ſhip. Av in the Inſtance that has been given & 
of Providence, if that be clearer to the ap- | 
prehenfſion, as it muſt be becauſe ſenſibly per. | 
ceiv'd, than any Notion different from it,that / 
ought to be made the Propoſition that ſhould | 
generally unite and terminate humane Wor. | 
ſhip. AndI do not think, faid the Fidefewdon, | 


that the moſt confident of the Prieſthood,will 


chat 


affirm that either their Oracles or Inſpirations | 


an 


of 
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that they conceive moſt authentick,are ſo feel- 
ingly manifeſt, as the operations of Provi- 


dence, or of like Antiquity ; the latter being 

2s old as the World, the other of dated and 
known Original. 

And curning to the Grecian Prieſt, added,thae 

his Function could not deny that their Faps- 

L jr, and other of their Deities were allow'd 

by Prieſthoods ro have been born,and liv'd on 

earth, and I doubt not but their Ends were 
likewiſe mortal. 


But how Religions of that ſort ſhould con- 


tinue ſo long, and yet propagated from fo 
mean a Beginning and Date, or in ſubſtance | 
no other than Creeds convey'd by the pra» | 
Rice of Men for ſecular Eſteem, Advantage 
and Intereſt ; even contrary to the obvious , 
Devotion and Belief avow'd by us ; 1 cannot 
gimagine otherwiſe to ariſe, than from the 
prone Facility and credulous Impiety,too pre- 
alent with Mankind, in believing a Story or 
WF i(tion, plauſibly concriv'd, ſuperior in point 


gof cvidence, to the palpable information of 
Four Senſes. On which account the credence 
Fof ſuch DoCftrines has been ſubtilly introdus 


$ced, that has not only allured, deceived, and 
Joppaſed Mens underſtandings by the various 
gdehance of their Tenents, even to Warrs 

and Slaughters,but has preſumptuouſly taught 


#hcm co believe, that there have bcen Gods 
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in bumane ſhape , and ſometimes Men that 
ought to be half-way deified, as Heroes of 
old were fictitiouſly celebrated ; that is to 
fay, worſhipt as God and Man unitce(l. 

All which, not to particuJarize the Ends 
and Intereſt of Impoſtors, have been ſuitably 
convey'd in order to captivate the Intellects 
of vulgar perſons, as the greateſt part of 
Mankind, and;therefore more uſefully impo- 
ſed on, who being taught to pin their Faith 
on the Relations of fuch as had greateſt re- 
putation of Piety and Learning, though in 
truth the miſtakers or abuſers of both; toon 
'' prevailed with them to acquieſce in believing 

Y things they never examined, though not 


'* 


undertaken to be proved by the Propo- 
oF ers. 

And thus the Tales and Forgeries of a few 
at firſt, gain*d by degrees the approbation of 
multitudes, who becauſe they obſerved no- 
thing above or below that did by words de- 
Clare a ſupreme Cauſe, or any providential 
Benignity derived from thence, as if the uni-j 
verſal World, Sun.and Stars were to be leis: 
admired becauſe ſpeechleſs, they eafily con-3 
ſented that fuch as with the higheſt vogue and 
applauſe of opinion preſented themſelves for 
Tutors, ought to be received as commil: 
honed by Heaven. Ard this Error was ili} 
£e1tly continued by the Craft and for the ad-ſ 

yantage 
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vantage of their Guides and Directors; well 
knowing that a Worſhip that depended upon 
ienſible aſſurance, would invalidate all Per- 
{uaſions that had nothing but verbal Aﬀirma- 
tions. Neither bad any of thoſe Men, who 
prerended moſt to Divine Inſpirations and Re- 
cords divulged to that end, attained the re- 
pute of Founders, or as it were the original 
Monarchs cf diverſity of Perfuaſions and 
Sects redounding from thence ; if they had 
undertook to inform Men no farther than the 
conviction of Secing and Feeling, according 
as we deduce our providential Worſhip, be- 
cauſe that method had pur Men in mind of 
what was as palpable tn them as it could be 
to ſach who undertook to be their Dt- , 
rectors. | 

As it can be fpr ro Bodies advantage to®s 
allure Men that there is a Mathematical Cer- 
rainty, or that they may demonſtrate how 
far they ought to believe, in point of Reli- 
gion, as ſiirely as they can know any thing 
by their Senſes. Trae it is, that Erectors and 
Founders 'of Worſhip have alledg'd, tocredit 
tel DoCtrines, Divine Illuminations and 
Miracles, that have been better known, or at 
iealt ſo pretended, to themſelves, than to ſuch 
they undertake to inform. But with what 
confidence can they affirm, that ſuch Propo- 
titions are either ſiffhcient or large enough 


[O 
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es convilt the World repleniſhed with Men ; 
or why there ſhould not be one Belief as evi- 
dent to Senſe, as that Men diſcern the Ope. 
rations of Providence. 


If contrarily you can clearly explain, con. 
E. cluded the Fidefendes, that your Perſuaſion 
g. ought to diflent, I'\am ready to conſider the 
validity of your Propoſals ; in the mean time 
I have ſet forth, in their genuine dreſs , the 
1: ground and motives relating to the Worſhip 
4+ that we Affreadans maintain , and devyoutly 
i. profeſs. 


F The Prieſt touch'd to the quick to hear the 

” Authority of his Creed, and Intereſt of his 

F Function fo attack'd by the force of the Fide- 
| fendows Diſcourſes, almoſt wiſhed that he had 
been drown'd in his Iate eempeſtnous Voyage, 
T.. rather than preſerv'd as he ſaw his endear'd 
&. Belief chus catechis'd and oppogd ; where- 
fore, ſuitable to the uſual confidence of Men | 
of his Robe, with Fervor in his Looks and Vi- : 
* ſage, he told the Fidefendov, That it was too 
W ftrictly ſevere ro require a Demonſtration 
2 from Senſe for Articles of his Dofrine ; or 
/ ro proveit annex'd to Providence in the man- 
ner of the Afreadar Perſiaſion. And ſince 4 
che Tenents of us Grectans are deriv'd, as we \1 


| alledge them from ſpiricual Inſpiration, that 
bave 


(27) 
have both defin'd the Deity, and the manner 
of Worſhip celebrated by us, undoubredly, 
2s we conceive, deliver by our known Re- 
cords and long Ulage ; we canon® leſſen its 
ſublime Authority by departing from what 
we receiv'd, becauſe we cannot prove, other- 
wiſe than as it is teſtified by writing, that it 


2 was heretofore inſpir'd: And ſhould we grant 


the contrary, we muſt deny the ſpiritual I1- 
lumination we pretend to, though I grant it 
is not intelligible in what manner a ſpiritual 
ACt or Thought can have to do with our Sen- 
ſes ; and conſequently invalidate every Fun- 
tion of Prieſthood, and the Reverence at- 
tributed to them in numerous and glorious 
Nations. How many of our Robe have 
been allow*d of ſartih-d Repute, nay ſuch þ _ 
8s have prophetically foretold Kings and Po- 
tentates what ſhould ſucceed, and how fag 
their Aﬀairs are favoured by Heaven. If our 
Prelapes have fometimes er1*d, none can de- 
ny that we have not been now and then in 
the right. 

True it is, that Men of plain apprehen- 
ſions have occaſionally tax'd our Doftrines 
for ſhifting of Sides and Parties, or ſeeming 
inſpird in behalf of the moſt prevalence 
FaCtion or Dominion : But we thank Heaven 
we are not abaſh'd, or put out of counte- 
pance by fuch low Recriminations, whiPſt by 

che 
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the ſtrength of ſpiritnal Reputation we prof. 
per under ſuch variety of Times and Change 
of Rulers, that amaze the Brain of vul. 
gar Perſons, as they too frequently judge 
that they are taught, by us, to ſuffer moſt, 
and apprehend leaſt. 


That there is an cxcellency that ought to 
be diſpens'd to ſome Orders and Callings of 
Men, merely from what they repreſent, is 
evident to all that apprehend the Nature and 
Time of Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal Poli- 

 tiques. Do's it not appear from thence, that 
% ſuch as were eſteem'd the moſt protound and 
Jexcettens Inſtiturors of Governments , have 
oF” been reputed Divinely taught and gifted ; 
& not that there was really any ſuch Arcributes 
due to them, but as they were admir'd and 

reverenc'd for the ſuperlative Prudence that | 

was allow'd to their Laws and publick Con- | 

fititutions : And I doubt nor, ſaid the Prieſt, * 

looking earneſtly on the reſt, that our ſacred * 

Office may claim as ſublime Reputation , if / 

© not more, conſidering the dignity of our 

Wm Function. 
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To conclude, We do not undertake to | 
prove, with the ſame evidence of Senſe as | 
you do the Operations of Providence,that by 
Whomloever. our PrecCepts were originally 

con 


— 


| hold themſelves oblig'd ro ſupport and de- 


( 29 ) 
convey 'd,” on which were firſt founded our 


Prieftly Qualitications and Capacwes, that 
IG was either infpir'd or convers'd with a 


Deitv : But rather afhrm, that he ought, in 
one kind or other, to be fo reputed, in re- 
ſpect of the credit and value allow'd to the 
Principles of Worſhip convey'd by bir. AF 
ter this manner the titular Grandeur of he- 
roical and excellent Perſons, receiv'd divine 
Names and Epithires ; not that they in nature 
were ſo near of Kin to Heayca as to be half 
way deified, as of old ſome were entitled , 
but from the admiration paid to their ations 
and endowments that bighly cended co the 
benefit of others, 


Ard ſince the World will not be-eafily per- 
fuaded, that there ought to be ſuch a ſenlible 
Worſhip as you propoſe, which 1 confeſs was 
to be wifh'd : Particular Nations will ſtand 
upon the Credit of their Priefts, and what 
they receive from their Inſtrutions ; nay 


fend, as much as in them lies, the eſteem of 


7 one ſort of Prieſthood above another. 


Moreover, when we aſſert a Propoſition 
in Religion that is not demonſtrative,as by de. 
Claring in what manner che Deity i IS TEPTE- 
ſented or peclonated, or how operative on 

Men 
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Men by way of Inſpiration : It onghe to be 
receiv'd as our way of ſpeaking, whereby we 
teach Men more ſuperlatively to reverence 
the Doftrines we deliver ; which could not be 
receiv'd with plauſible reſpect and admira. 
tion, if not ſuppos'd tohave proceeded from 
a Divine Founder. I:ſomuch that the Po. 
' Iemicks of Nations, on Which depend their 
| controverted Creeds, have ro other Original 
* than which of them ought to be prefer'd as 
they relate to the celebrated Qualificatio 

of their firſt Propoſers. 


F The Athenian Senatof, obſerving that the 
C Pricſt his Aſſociate was more perplex*d and 
obſcure in vindicating of his Tenents than he 
expeted- from his Undertaking, gravely told 
him, that he thonght it would be no advan 
tage to bis Creed to debate ic farther ; And 
turning to the Fidefenden , gave him thanks 
| for the Explanation he had given them of his i, 
' MAſtreaden, Perſuaſion ; adding withal, That it 'F: 
| Would be no lefs grateful co him and che Phi- 'F: 
loſopher his Countryman, if he plead to | 
deliver what was the Doctrine receiv'd in that | 

| famous Iſland, tending to the Immorrality of if 
the Soul, and the Condition of Mankind af- 

er this Life. 


The Fidefenden ſoberly reply'd, That by his ff 
pre* | 


" 2 * 
, 


« precedent Diſcourſes, he doudrted not bur it 


(3x) 


as apparent to all of them, chat Religion 
a8 clearly che Object of Senſe, and con- 
ey'd by univerſal Providence ; on which ac- 
ount all particular Beliefs, and ſingular Per- 
vaſions Whereby this os that People annex'd 
heir Creeds, on pretence of Divine Inſpira- 
ion revealed by written Records, or Rela- 
ions of Men tending to that purpoſe ; were 
otions no leſs abſurd than impoſlible, be. 
auſe no Miracle written or related, is an 
quivalent proof of a Miracle in FaQt: fo 
bat if a Man do's not palpably diſcern what 
eis told or reads, it cannot be his atual 
onyiction. 


Neither can any Man be otherwiſe perſua- C { 
jed but be muſt particularize and limit Pro- 
idence, as he ſuppoſerh that it has convey'd 
is profeſſion of Faith in a partial Bounty, as 
t reſpects one ſort of Men or Nation more 
han the generality of Mankind. This ob- 
Fons Reflection plainly diſcovers the erro- 
F0us and contradictory grounds of fiich as 
$*ould be chought ſingularly illuminated in 
Prder to their Forms of Worſhip : All which 
thought fit previouſly to inſtance, as being 
eceſlary to the explaining of our Opinion 
—_ World, which you Grecjans Call the 
ther, 


if 
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If humane Underſtanding has no aQtual 
Evidence by what means or fact the Eart; 


we tread on, or the Globe of the UniverkYt 
which our eyes with admiration behold, warY: 
produc'd : how 1s it poſlible that che Intellet Fr: 
of Man ſhould diſplay any ſufhcient Notion 
of an undiſcernable World. And wherealf \ 
Providence has given us a ſenſible aflurance, 
as has been already prov'd, of its Operations! 
in the Univerſe we inhabit, we have no ſuch 
Conviction of any other. And itwere no lefl 
then a Contradiction to afhrm,that this WorldY! 
ts ſenſibly perceiv*d, but not that which ſomec 
cerm the Cother ; and conſequently that thi 
Jonb was providentially diſpos'd, in order tc 
the conviction of our Senſes : which mult! 
render Providence defective, and oppofite tolf: 
it (eIf ; or viſible here, but an inviſible Guide! 
as tO our Perceptionþby | its means, of another! 
World. 1 


And whoſoever ſhall aſſert a Tenent «FF 
this unintelligible Extent, do's, in ettect, all 
firm the exiltency of two diſtinct Deitie, 
that by a diſſimulary Conduct govern thiyF* 
and Cother mundane Place and Situation\F*© 
For if the Order and Operations of the St 
preme Power be perciprible only in ſuch Ol 
jects as are familiar]y apparent toour Under 
fiandings and Senſes, as has been alread! l 

prov'd, 
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31 the Being of another World muſt be totally 
art? different from this, as alſo the nature and ef- 
er t:&ts of the Omniporens Caule by which it is 
wall atuated and prelerv'd, in no kind of ſimili- 
rude to the Rule and Diſpoſition of the Uni- 
verſe we inhabit ; or char chere is a ſpiritual 
World and Being ordain'd for the Reception 
J of che humane Soul, as they Conceive 1t an 
immortal gpirit. 


Neither can any ſufficiently alledge Divine 
Yinſpiration, as has been obſerved by me, to 
corroborate a Dottrine ſo oppoſite to humane 
diſcernment, becauſe no one Man can ex- 
plain to another by what means he was in- ,- 
{pir', or how he was illuminated by a fpiri- £ 


ſible to Reaſon, that he who ſenſibly under- 
ſtands not the cxiftency of a Spirit, ſhould 
pprehend the poſſibility of a ſpiritual Dia- 
IDgue betwixt God and Man. Ihe moſt an- 
Fcient Recorders of the deluſory and various 
Wcliefs of the World were either Poets, or 
rielts, or both ; none of your Grecians can 
eny, as 1s manifeſt from the eſteem you give 
Fo their Traditions and Writings. Yet the 
Snolt ancrently celebrared of theſe, as wcre 


EP IL 
\ Ol «50 Heſiod, and the like, raught Men to 
aderfÞ<lieve, that Gods did beget one another as 


ad! heir Deities of both Sexes were ſuppo#gd to 
ov'd, D engen- 


tal Converſation : It being widely impoſ- ® 
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A infinite Being can be a ſenſible Objet, and 
* 2” comprehenſively ador'd by the limited qual: 


\ 
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engender : A Notion as abſurd as monſtroug, ? 
becauſe ir implies that one Infinite thing can. 
beget annther Infinite, or one ſpiritual Being) 
procreate its like in Eſſence ; which DoCtrine, 
however cxtravagant, muſt be conceded by 
211 chat attribute the denomination and nature! 
of Spirit to the Deity, and grant that it may; 
communicare ' its ſubſtance in any reſpect. 1 
AndI very much fear that in the Worſhip, by? 
which many would be thought molt devoted 
to an Omnipotent Power, that they render i: 1 
impoſſible ro be reverenc'd in the method. .; 
they propoſe ; unleſs they can prove, as |}! 
inſtanc'd before, how an undeterminate o:/* 


at ts. FX 


fication of humane Underſtanding. 


een. Jr 


Others have'ſo lower'd the Divinities tne; : 
Celebrate, as by their Commixtures with? 
Mankind they either give *em the Title 0: 
Demy-godſhips, as has been precedently ob 
ſery'd, or they expreſs *em in reſemblance tc! 
bumane Bodies ; and not only knowing of th. 
Infirmities and Depravations of Mankind 
but in the worſt conception, Actors them: | 
ſelves ; which polntions of Heaven muſt hay: 
been politickly, and for Intereſt devisd an: 
complicated with Beliefs, that ſuch as wer: 


'o devoted. might with more affurance hop: 
fc: 
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for pardon from their Deities, whom they 
judg*d no leſs than Men notoriouſly fin- 


ful. 


Theſe Particulars, I thought previouſly ne- 
cellary toinculcate here, becauſe they have 
affinity ro the various Extravagancics that 
ſome Perſons by their Doctrines undertake to 


defend in reference to the Immortaliſing of, 
the Soul after this Life. b 


The firlt is, That the humane Soul conſiſts 
of a Spiritual Eilence, and that it is by the 
-xcellency of its ſubſtance likewiſe Immor- 
til: But how can theſe Dogmatizers of Re- 
livion, according to this Notion of theirs, 
not vent an Abſurdity of the highelt Narure : 
For if the Soul of Man be cfentially a Spi- 
rift, and that they hoid, as they would be 
thought to do, the God they ador2 a Spirit 
allo : Do they ror, in ettect, deifis the ani- 
mating part of Mankiad after death , it be- 
ing impoſſible to diltinguiſh, by any rational 
Diſcuſſion, how much one Spirit is etlential- 
lv purer than another. On which ground it 
follows, that what is ſpiritually Immortal, 
may be allow*d to be Infinite. So little di- 
ſunction is there, by this DoQtrine, berwixt 
tre Soul of Man, and the Deity they war- 
in'D: and vet cis well known to all of us, 

LI-2 how 


JC 


how numerous a part of the World af. 
ſerr this Tenent as the firit Maxim of their 


Creed. 


Others affirm, That the pureſt Subſtance 
or ghoſtly Form of Life, when ſeparated by 


Death, is r-pretented by a ſhadow of the |} 
Body, which ſome pretend to have beheld in * 
that Figure, as ocular Witneſſes that che Soul y 


of Man do's in tht manner outlive the Bo- 


dy : And this your Grecian Poets, to Whoſe 
Inventions your Prien!i.0od is not a little be. ! 


bolding, with their fancitul Glotſes under-. | 


take o deliver: But of what credit their 
Authority is I need not debate, who, in being 
Poer* muit be granted Divulgers of fabu- 
Ious Contrrivances. And what can be a grea- 
ter Soleciſm to Reaſon, than a Poſition fo 


vainly extravagant ; nay, how is it poſſible *! 


to CMmceive, that a Shadow do's not imply 


the preſence of the Body, if it appears as ' 


its Shacow, ad conſequently 'that the Soul 7 


has no ſuch ſeparative exiſtence after bodily | 


"I death. 


merable that redound from this Tenenc ; for 
ifevery Body of Mankind were by its Soul 
to be ſhadow'd cr hken'd, it muſt follow, 
that every Man and Womans Soul are com- 
men- 


Beſides all which, the Abſurdities are innu- | 


* 
Py 
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| 
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menſurable, and therefore differenc'd in 
breadth and length ; and likewiſe in ſub- 


ſtance, as one Shadow may be proportio- 


nably finer than another, or have more like- 
neſs to the Body it appertaurd to. 


Notwithſtanding I confeſs, that whoſoever 
was the firſt Author of this dark conceit, that 
the Soul did ſurvive as an umbrage of the 
Body afterlife, comes nearer the confines of 
Senſe than the precedent Opinion ; in reſpect 
that as the animating Faculty of Mankind 
do's furniſh in due proportion every Member 
that it aCtuares and intorms, Whilſt it reſides 
within the Body, ſo it ſhould remain after 
Corporeal Life in ſome kind of ſimilitude to 
its operation, Within the compoſition of hu- 
mane Nature, when the Lite of the Body was 
determin'd by Death. 


The third Tenent of the SouPs Immortali- 
ty appcars more terrene, and therefore not 
leſs familiar to the apprehenſion, and this 
depends upon believing that the Soul of all 
things is eſſentially the ſame, and ditterenc'd 
only in its being in variety of Bodies; as Men, 
Beaſts, Plants, and whatſoever has life and 
motion. 


This Opinion has had no leſs Vogue in the 
D 3 World, 
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World, than long acceptation with perſons 
held of profound diſc. rnment in the univer- 
ſal Series of Nature: to which purpole they 
infer, that the continuation of the Univerliec, 
or at leait of all corporal Beings within the 
compaſs of the ſublucary World, depends 
upon a perpetual courſe of Generation and 
Corruption, from one individual Being to 
another , and conſequently that whatſocver 
dies by corruption, dc's tend to the genera- 
tion of ſome other corporeal Being. And this 
Poſition is ſo far apparently certain, infomuch 
as Life, in one kind or otaer, is incident to 
Matter, as it convertibly depends on whatſo- 
ever is generated, and conſequently altcr'd 
into a corporeal Being differently animated 
go what it was before. 

On winich Philoſophical Evidence,added the 
idefendon, do's Confiſt the ancient opinion of 
not a f.w learnedly Famous, who maintain'd 
che Tranſmigration of Souls, when ſeparated 


from their precedent Manſions by death, and | 


chat they paſs'd into other Bodies. The Specu- 
lation, however naturally pailable, do's, in a 
high degree, letien the dignity of the humane 


Soul, by reaſon that in ſuch a method of | 


progreſſion from Body to Body, it muſt at 
one time or other animate an ignobler Crea- 


ture than Man, which gives cauſe of Reproof | 


to the Afſlertion. 
Another 


| 
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J which, in plain words, is to affirm, That one 
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Another Doctrine there is, and much in- 
ſited on by ſome, which I ſhall but couch, 
becauſe it ſeems more extravagant or oppo- 
fire to the ordinary progreſs and courſe of 
Nature, than any I have precedently men- 
tion'd; and this undertakes to allert, Thar 
che humane Soul is immortally generated : 


immortal Thing begets another ; or, that the 
Soul of the Father do's animate an Eternity, 
i begetting the Soul of che Son : which cor 
ceit is ſo fiftitioufly abſurd, as it is repugnant 
to the total merhod of the cauſes and etfets 
of Generation. 


However, to repel theſe Contradictions, 
the Aberrors of this DoCtrine afſure us, by 
an unintelligible method , That the Soul is 
divinely infagd from above, and ſpiritually if 
commix'd with the At of Generation : But 
how a Spirit, as has been argu'd before, carp 
mix with-a corporeal Subſtance, is a Riddie 
' to be left ro fiich Authors to ex- 
plain. 


The laſt Opinion that remains to be ex- 
pog'd to a free judiciary Determination, is, 
That Soul and Body of every Individual ot 
Mankind, is reitor'd to an immortal Per- 
fectionand Union after Death. Which Doctrine 

D 4 has 
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has gain'd a very plauſable Reception with | 


many : Nor can it be thought ungrateful to 
the beautiful of both Sexes, if the excellency 
of cheir Features and Proportions accompa- 
ny them to a future Life; which wonderful 
Receptacle of the Perſons of Men and Wo- 
men after Death, not a few of you Grecian, 
ſaid the Fidefendon, call the Elyſum, or ano- 
ther World, in which Mankind ſhall have Be. 
ing, by a miraculous Reſtauration after Li. 
ving here, and where they ſhall be more or 
leſs happy or unhappy ; how long, they have 
not certainly determin'd, after made Survi- 


' yors in their future Abodes. 


But ſhould it be ask'd of any of theſe 
wonderful Tutors, what poſſible Aſſurance 
they have, that the Perſons of Mankind ſhall 
be remov'd , after the manner they deter- 


mine, from the viſible corporeal World to} 


another, whoſe place they are not able to 


demonſtrate, otherwiſe than by an implicit | 


Belief, that goes farther with them than real | 


Proof. 


I cannot apprehend what Anſwer they'd 
return, unleſs they would ingeniouſly con- 
feſs that they do not know, nor can 1 guels 


on what they ground their Notion of tran(- } 
porting the Perſons of all after death, from | 
| one | 


— I. 
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one World to another pretended ; unleſs 
it be, that they believe the compaſs of 
this World is not ſpacious enough to re. 
ceive the vaſt numbers of both Sexes, that 
is to ſay, all that have and ſhall enter the 
Conftines of Mortality by Death : And I 
grant that it may be ſoume Queſtion, whe- 
ther the Terreſtrial Globe be ſufficiently 
large to 2ive entertainment to all of hu- 
mane Compoſition after living here; orif 
room enough for them to more or ſtand 
foot by foot together. But whether mov- 
irg, fitting, ſtanding or lying, be the 
e-reral ſuppogd poſture of ſuch as by fu- 
ture Life ſhall reſide in the Eliſrum Abodes, 
1s not determiu?d by your Greczan Dogma- 
tits, Bur as for the perional -ppearance 
of every Individual of humare kind there, 
| conceive they allow them to paſs thither 
as naked as they firſt came to their Graves 
2nd Sepulchres. And if they grant that 
bodily Organs are reftor'd to both Sexes, 
as they ſurvive again, I do not fee how 
fey can deny our corporeal Senſe and 
Appetitcs in the Elfiwm they ordain. Net- 
!1:r do I doubt but their Tenent 1s fo in- 
Jt:}gent to Beauty, as to conced? to Men 
and Women ſuch a Renovation as _y 


q beſt refine 'the Splendors of their Yout 


and 
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and Features. And who can queſtion but | 
this pleaſant Imagination has proſelited not } 
a few, eſpecially the moſt delicate of both 
Sexes, in all Ages. 


} 


Some, I confeſs, afhrm, That both Soul 
and Body ſhall not be only renovated, but 
purifi:d from the natural Paſſions and Af. 
feftions that were theirs when earthly In. 
habitants: But how they can preſume that 
humane Compoſition is cap2ble of ſuch a 
cleanſing or refining in ſimilizude to the MF: 
practical effefts of Fire or Water, I do asf 
little underſtand, as they are able to in. 
form me. 


In ſum, concluded the Fidefendon, We IF © 
are not averſe to any of the before reci-} 
ted Dofctrines, on the account that we 
would be thought to pretend to greater 
aſſurance by any Notions of our own thatÞ 
relate to future living in another World.| "S 
Be pleas'd therefore to take notice, charſl | 
we of this Iſland are no ſuch Bigots for} 
any Aſſertions of Belief that are rather 
problematical and diſcuſſive, than evident 
tothe underſtanding ; nothing being more © 
fundamentally repugnant to our Creed, 
than to intermix any dubious LO 
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Sn: Maxims of our Faith, much leſs im- 


not ' " 

wh W's chem on others; a precipitate hazard, 
Crime, for which coo many Religions 
- ac tliis day accountable. 

2ul | þ- F 

mY If Providence, our familier and vifible 


af, @iretor, as has been enough inſtanc'd, 
's not peripicuouſly guid our Allents 


12; 5 far 25 the curſory Dottrines of others 
a iter, "ris they that diiient exorbirantly 
he WF us, and not we from them; and 


hoſozver do's undertake to dcehver 
{:x:ms of Faith Ieis ſenſibly proceed- 
- trom the undoubred manifeſtation of 
rovidence, Or leſs oculariv and rational- 
\ certain, than the order and conduct of 
e Univerle, in all refp-ts, muſt grant his 
ropofitions as palpably deficient, it com- 
ar with ours, as the ſhadows of Night 
re to the Illuminations of the cleareſt 


M1. ght. And yet there is no Article of 
($17 Worſhip, thar is evid3r to Senſe, nor 
7 (8-7) diſtribution of moral Virtue, or fin- 
or $-1< eſteem of pious Converſation and 
m8, chat is not entirely embraCd by 
Fi bl 

w True it is, that in the puniſhment, na- 


$1142, and qualihcations of Sin, there may 
be 
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be ſome diverſity betwixt cheir Tenen 
and the integrity and cert: unty of ours 
and the Reaſon is, becauſe they preſcribe 
farther than their Underſtandings Can ac 
company their Creeds. 


Let thw briefly be the Example. 


We do not deny that after Death, ac 
cording to every deſert of humane king, 
there ſhall be furure Reward to the good 
in Whatloever excellency of Being the 
providential Diſfpoſer of all 1114s has de 
termin'd ; as likewiſe Inflt 1015 on the 
evil Deeds and Impieties of others : Wiuct 
Dottrine is not afferted by us as a mani 
feſt Article of our Faith, but as our com-f 
fortable hope and expectation of Fe'iCitry 
to come after our pcriods of living here 
But not having the ſame familiar and 
op2n profp-t of Providence , whereby 
we as palpably apprehend the place and 
manaer of future Life, as perſpicuouſly| 
as we bzhold the actual conduct and 
exiſtence of the Univerſe in which web 
inhabit; we do not dogmatically im-f 
poſe, after their Model, the belicf of anc- 
ther World; nor Can any affirm that 
they have the emphatical and viſible af- 

ſ\urance 


45 
rance , by any providential Operation 

Sr Object, of a ſubſequent Being reſerv'd 
US Mankind either in Sonl or Body, or in 
dorh conjoin'd, to poſſeſs. 


Neither do we, ſaid the Fidefendon, as 
even now expreſs'd, in any kind re- 
et the comfortable Opinion of future 
elicity, though we hold it not as equally 
onvictive as we are ſenſible of the Pro. 
dence that we are demonſtratively ob- 
gd to reverence here; in doing of which, 
'e do not infer, that a Tenent may not 
e uſeful for Contemplation and Encou- 
agement, in order to the attaining of 
"Wimanc Perfection, though it has no in- 
Felligible note, or known aflurance from -- 

root. Py 


However, we are indubitably con- 
med, that all Wickednels 1s woe, 8 
y the diſcerning Tribunal that n- 
-DFFcience does creft in every requilite un- | 
Fccitanding, beſides the publick and out- | 
Srvar.! lgnomy that Laws inflict on enor- | 
ous and preſumptuous tranſgreſſions of | 
fe, and where there is ſufficient ea- | 
acity, the ſting of Sin muſt needs be | 
prievous in the ſenſe of the Offender, as | 
's inward Puniſhment, and cauſe a de- | 
ploring 
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ploring of his Guilt ſuitable to the natu 
of his Crime. 

But on the cortraty, where invincid/ 
Ignorance to {tupidity prevatis, that th 
Sinner is neith-r conliierate, or duly © 
pacitated to Penetrars his Oiftence, þ 
may be notwithitanding heid a legal 0 
fender, and puniſh'd as an Inconvenierc 
and Scandal in civii SOCety, according : 
his Fact, but cane be deem'd intel 
gent of his Crime, becauſe every $ 
ought to proc”. from the guilt r 
cauſe of the nnderitanding. To preve 
wliich Imbeciltlity, and want of Confid: 
ration in the voul, we Fidefendons e: 
publickly ordain'd to ftir up in the hea 
a ſuitable inſpection of Sin, as alfo th 
moit thankful and devour returns to th 
Supreme Providence, from whoſe Beni ( 
nity and merciful Ettets we enjoy the con * 
forts of Soul and Bodv, And this is til 
Summ of our A/readay Belief and Wo copy * 
ſhip. I | 

The Philoſopher told the Fidefendon, tia | 
he had nothing to obj-t ag 1inſt the nard}] » 
ral and manif=it Way of D-votton whit © 
he bad deiiver'd as th ' common Periiafogl © 
of his Nation: And tu: 1: Ng £20 the Aſtread Is 
Fuſſmedos, or trace chere preſent, ll 
requeſted him ro inform then) briefly, BN Y 
whiz 
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what Political Rules or Meaſures the Go- 
vernment of that Iſland hath been fo long 
happy in not perplexing its Natives by 
the admiſſion of novel Forms of Religion, 
ſo pernitiouſly frequent and deſtrutive 
in many other Dominions to their publick 
Tranquility, | 


The Fufſmedo, who had diligently ob- 
ſerv*4 the precedent Diſcourſes, Conceiv*d 
chat the Philoſopher had given him a fie 
occaſion to ſpeak ſomething, in order to 
the Poktical ſatisfaCtion he expected to re- 
ceive ; and Which, as a Magiſtrate of that 
Region , he thought convenient to de- 
Care. 


Wherefore with a Gravity becoming the 
nl Onality of his Office, he told them, That 
on tir Religion did cfleQtually diſown all 
1 ſubordinate dependency on Ordinations 
Nc 2nd Precepts of State. And had it not 

J becn ſo capacitated, it would have been 
ti ſubject ro alterations and change of Go- 
ar vernment , according to the praCctice' of 
hi other Nations, who make Faith che top 
Goff of their Dominions, when its own validity 
def 15 not able ro ſupport its eſteem without 

W the aid of Civil Inftitutions : which, how 
FE variouſly they are and bave been propaga- 
vby red 
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ted in divers Countries is notorious, and 
likewiſe the alteration and change of Rule 
emerging from thence; ſo that if the verity 
and ſimplicity of Worſhip be not ſufh. 
cient of it ſelf ro withſtand remporal Vi 
Ciſſitudes, it conſequently mutt be oblig'd 
co political Eſtabliſhment, however by that 


, means lefſen'd in Repure, for its continua- 


tion and ſupport 

Neither do we at all inlinuate our Crecd, 

on the account of Cuſtom and E-tucation, 
he uſual and grand deceprtions of Man. 
kind, whoſe Allurements are the Nurſeries 
in which the Children of Religion are edu- 
cated, in erder to beheve as wceikly when 
they arrive to the years of M-n. 

How little advantayecous Decrees of 
State are either to give Credit, or inter- 
mix Elteem with a Perſuaſion ſenſibly ap- 
prehended, | need but refer you to What 
our Fidefendon has ampiy explain'd already 
relating te Providerce, and the Reverence 
it ought ro produce in the humane Soul, 
whoſe Conviction 1s no leſs clear to the un- 
derſtanding than that I at now [peakirg, 
or my Senſes Capacitited with Seeing ard 
Feeling, on which depends the Evidence 
and Maxims of our ſole Worſhip, with 
all requiſite Forms and Order of Devo- 
tion necellary to its Celebration. 

Which 


( 49 ) 


Which perſwaſion of ours, ſaid the 7«/7- 
des, is ſo per{picuous to the Intereſt of eve- 
conſiderate perſon, as it needs no motives 
rigorous 1mpulſion from our national 
$3 our main endeavour being rather to 
event the inadvertency of men, by prompt- 
ng them to believe what they may, if they 
leaſe, palpably diſcern; and to rejed all 
-opolitions tending to belief, that are not 
qu2lly manifeſt co their ſenſe and concepti- 
ns. Whereas other Religions inſtruct men 
cher to acquieſce in what they undertake 
> teach, than knowingly or ſenſibly to ap- 
ou the propolitions which ſuch Tutors 

liver. 
And this obſcure method has generally 
*n the practice and artifice of thoſe, who, 
give themſelves the intereſt and repurtati- 
n of Patrons and Introducers of Creeds, 
owever erroneous and deceittul, have em- 
loy d the beſt of their talents ro aid their 
7r{yalions,, by allowing their maxims of 
ith liberty co wander as far as they judge 
onvenient, from the road of humane know- 
dge; Or in plain words, to dire& men to 
alue leaſt what they might moſt knowingly 
elieve» As put the caſe they thould be in- 
errogated, Why a man ſhould not limit his 
'orlſhip to the open and wonderful appear- 
nce of providence in the divine conduct of 
ne Uniyetſe ? ew ERR mult be, _ 
the 
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the propoſition is not enough refin'd or (pi 
cual, in reſpe& of the Revelations to... 
deavour to defend. And if farther demand 
ed, Whether they can pretend to any Mi 
cle in behalf of their doctrine, of equal 
tainty and undeniable conviction, ſuitable 
what we profeſs > They muſt reph 
That alchough they cannot preſent you wir 
the like miraculous aſſurance from any ſul 
lime Article as they call ic, of their 
in oppeſition to ours ; notwithſtanding the 
2re reſolv'd to affirm that their waxims a 
evident, tho palpably ſuch as no man cane 
ther know or contemplate. Which is 
other than a defire to be famous for ſeduci 
humane imbecility, to follow ſuch guid 
out of ftght of their underſtanding : or 
ſubmit, by going farther with principles 
Faith than they are to be apprehended, i 
ſtead of being knowingly certain of tenen 

they believe. nl 
Which intolerable abſurdities have t 

other fond, as was before judiciouſly 6 

ſerv d by our Fidefendon, than that it cou 

advantage no mans Ambition or Intere 
whether Magiſtrate or Prieſt, to confc 

men to the credence of demonſtrative R 

gion; becauſe it would in no kind fartit 

any mans deſign, to proſelite others tot 
obſervance of a perſwafion, which was 
qually in the compaſs of every confident 
apr 
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apprehenſion : Whereas the devices and 
Ritious inventions of ſome, the reputed 
Patrons of Creeds, have been reverenc'd as 
proceeding from the Grandees of Sanity 
and Worthip. By means of which alluring 
gloſs, they found it facile enough to fit their 
worldly deſigns, in every reſpe&t, commodi- 
ouſly to their purpoſe. In ſumm, concluded 
the 7»/inedos, our Religion is not ſupported 
by our acts of State, but rather our govern- 
ment beholding to our Creed : Which be- 
W inz of an entire and ſenſible conviction, does 
not admit of any perplexity or fragments of 
tation to divide it from our underſtandings, 
3s has been precedently inſtanced 3 nor does 
it lye in the power of prevaricated Jadg-& . 
ments to outface our belief, by any con 
fidant infinuation of their oppoſite do- + 
(trine. 
The 7»/ſmedos having thus ended, and 
thanks reſpe&fully given him by all that 
were preſent, the Athenian Senator defir'd 
him, that as they had been fully acquainted 
with their Religion, and its reference to the 
eſſential Conſtitutions of his Nation 3 ſo he 
JW ould do them the favour to inform them, 
with what brevity he thought fic, of the an- 
WM fiquity and nature of their political eſtabliſh- 
ments, which he aſſur'd himſelf would not 
appear leſs prudently determin'd,than the ac- 


Wl count he had receiv'd of their holy Creed, 
| - and 
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and the advantage that redounded from it tg 
Civil dominion. 

The Fuſinedos reply d, That he being an 
*Aſtreadan Magiſtrate, his qualification did 
import that he was conveniently knowing in 
that Iſlands government : Which he told 
them was perfe&tly Wonarchical, with all 
the requiſites incident to Soveraignty 3 that 
it had continu'd uninterrupted in the due 
courſe of lineal ſucceſſion beyond their re. 
cords of Ages; yet fo eſtabliſh'd, as by the 
excellency of Rule, there was no deviation 
in King and People from the Original Inte 
grity annex'd to the molt primitive conſtitu- 


"> cion of their nation. 


The Athenian Senator aflur'd the 7uſſineds, 
* that he was not a little (urprizd in hearing 
what had been formerly deliver'd on the ac- 
count of the Aſftreadan belief, however per- 
ſpicuous the fond and principles of that wor- 
(hip were obvious to the moſt ordinary un- 
derſtanding, conſidering how buſte and no- 


toriouſly prevalent the inveiglements of ſu-| 


perſtitious perſwaſions had been diſpers'd in 
tle world. 

' But it was more his admiration to hear 
him declare that the Scepter he obey'd, and 
orcer of government had fo anciently enjoyd 
the felicity of an entire and uncorrupted re- 
rute ; when many Nations, precedentiy fa- 
;10us, were ſo unhappy as not only ro _= 
nels 
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neſs the change and ſubverſion of their do- 
minion, but obligd to lament its ruine, as 
wicked acceſſories, by the depravation of 
their manners, to the Calamities of their 
native Country. 

The Grecian cbrnmge wa, having given 
full attention to what the Tafbnedun d laſt 
deliver'd, acknowledg'd that he was no leſs 
defirous than the Senator, to underſtand in 
what manner the Monarc|:ical government 
was founded on Vertue, bur likewiſe by the 
oodnels of its Conſtitution and Moralities, 
bag ſo long continu'd che original excellen- 
cies and proſperities ariſing from thence : and 
becauſe in the Schools of Athens ſome poli- 


tiquely learned had thought fit to allow ſe- gf 


yeral denominations to Soveraign Rule ; 
whereby they defin'd Monarchical Regiment 
either abſolute, or limited by Laws, or 
mix'd by participating of nobility, or people, 
or a mixture of both: Hz was earneſt with 
the {uſſinedos ro declare how far the Aſtreadan 


J gubernacion did concenter with any of thele, 


 {y 0: whether tqtally different. 


To which the 7«/inedos readily comply'd, 
in theſe words : There is nothing, ſaid he 
more generally difficult to humane nature, 
than due perception and cowplaiſance relating 
to Civil Superiority 3 and this infelicity 
chiefly proceeds trom not rightly apprehend- 
Ing the original fond of Dominjon, and ſuch 

3 mez- 
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meaſures of Government as oughtto obj 
their Submiſſion. And it is wonderful to 
ſerve, that man by the prerogative of reaſon 
ſhould impoſe SubjeRion on all other Crea i# 
tures 3 and yet with the beſt of his Capacity Mu 
not ſufficiently compleated to give Law to 
himſelf, in reference to ſubordinate duty 
which enormous and pernicious miſtake ari 
ſeth from no other ſourſe ofevil,than the na- 
tural depravity of man, in being too pronely 
averſe and contumacious of the benefits of 
orderly Tranquility. This irregular defe& 
and Inclination of the humane mind, too 
often byaſs'd and enhansd by worldly Ad-W 
=», vantage and Intereſt ; can have no proper 
YRemedy, unleſs by a rational cure whereby 
© we may diſcern the uſeful Integrity, and hap 
y Obedience, that ought to be paid to Sect 
ar Dominion. 

In doing of which, if men would reſolve 
to imploy ſincerely their Underſtandings; 
the Perplexities and Diſputes that ſeem tolÞ'' 
poſe too many, in their diſcuſſions of theſE$0! 
Rights and Meaſures of human Government," 
will ſoon vaniſh, together with the abuſive]Þ$"c 
Gloſs that the depraved and ſubtle Induſtry |F"* 
of ſome has endeavoured to conceal, by the": 
utmoſt abilities of their Pens and Science 
As to our Government, ſaid the 7-/imeder, 3D: 
I before expreſs'd,it has been with us perperu-N<c 
ally monarchical : To which kind of Regr 
men 
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lent we grant, above all others, a natural 
ieniry or Right from Nature, and no leſs 
-mitively obeyed in the firſt Originals of 
Iamane Society. And let it be granted, that 
'r 00e man and woman, by whatever 
:ns created, or produced ; or that num» 


rs of Mankind had original Being, and 


radually = ated both Sexes; In ecirher 


f theſe ſuppoſitions there muſt be an ac- 
nowledg'd ſuperiority in ſome one Perſon 
fre Government could be eſtabliſh'd. In 
« firſt ſuppoſal, he that was the original 
ather, muſt likewiſe be Supream Lord of 
he Family begotten by him and no body 
; ſo vain to imagine that an Equality of Do- 
:nion Was in both Sexes, when but one of 
ich kind were primitive Progenitors:Which 
fconceded.it would likewiſe follow, that che 
emale Sex ought to participate equally in 
uream Dominion, however diſconſonant 
the natural Courſe of worldly Rule, that 
lows Precedency in publique and private 
oncerns to the Maſculine fide : So that if 
he abilities of both Sexes be duely weigh'd, 
te Female, however extraordinary in ſome, 
rould generally be found too light for joynt 
and gubernative Competition with the other. 

From all which it is very clear, that ſole 
Dominion was the property of man, if grant- 
ed the prime Father, or firſt of Paternal or 


- Family Society 3, and this ruling Prerogative 


E 4 mult 
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muſt have been originally abſolute in hit 
both in reſpe& of his Iſſue, and the wom 
on whom they were begotten z tho alloy 
theQueen to her firſt Monarch. And wh 
can doubt, that he who was the Paterg 
and Primitive deſpotical Lord of his 9 
Generation and Family, was not alſo ſuprear 
ly obey'd as humaneSocieries increas'd in t! 
world by reaſon thatPaternalSuperioritycou, 
not ceaſe» or probably be negligent in contir 
ing, by all ſufficient regard, its original Rig 
And it is no leſs undeniable, that all Kin 
that have,or ever had Dominion, are, or we 
Fathers of their People, or the Heirs of ſud 
Fathers, or Ulſurpers of the Paternal Rights 
Soveraignty. From whence we may ſafely cor 
clude, that there is no mnltitude of men, | 
ſuppos'd to be collected from all parts of th 
world, but have in their number ſome on 
man who ought of Right to be theirMonarchl 
being next Heir tothe firſt man : And thu | 
it appears that every man is by nature, eith ' 
a King or a Subjec; Neither is the Obediengll | 
which Sabjecs pay to their Prince, oth 
than the Submiſſion which is due to the ( : 

| 
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pream fatherhood. And therefore one 0 
your great Philoſophers obſerves, that a M: 
narchy or Kingdom will be a paternal g: 
vernment, and naturally ir can be no othe. 
And whereſoever there is an unjuſt or forc 
ble Intruder into a Tirone, he may bj vio 
| ence 
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ſence poſſeſs the room of a paternal Mor 
narch, but cannot be deem'd a rightful fache! 
of people. 

When the World encreas'd, and families 
were numerous enough to give denominati- 
on to Cities, and Nations were diſtin- 
eviſh'd z *tis probable that the paternal Roy- 
alcy of Kings did (in divers Countries, to a- 
void the multiplicity and trouble of Rule) 
ceaſe, by their voluntary determination , 
whereby they Adopted others to ſucceed 
them in the ſupream Magiſtracy. Becauſe 
no man could have any title to primitive go- 
vernment, but either as it was his by pater- 
nal Right, or as he receiv'd it from him 
that had power to confer it on whom he 
thought fit, as his proper Donation. 

And this, pertinently con{ider'd, explode 
all pretence of original Ccntrait berwixt the 
Monarch and People : or comparatively as 
Immoral as if the Parent ſhould covenant 
with his Children for his good behaviour to- 
wards them : Which undutiful and rurbu- 
lent Allegation has not ſeldom created ſuch 
a reſtleſs Brain-worm in the noddles of the 
multitude, that, ſwell'd with this popular 
conceit, they have precipitated themſelves 
into ſuch intolerable and deſtructive abſur- 
Cities, as have caus'd unſpeakable Calami- 
'1es to their native Country. 


The 
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The other ſuppoſition, that I told you 1 
would ex1mine, is grofly erroneous, by un- 
dertaking to aſſure us that multi of 
mankind, whether created all at once by 
omnipotent power, or by whatſoever means 
they had being, of which ſuch Inſtructor 
2re, in no kind, able to inform us, did nu- 
merouſly aſſemble, and by their original 
conſent and ſtipulation, did elec their firſt 
Soveraign; this conjecture is no leſs extra- 
vagantly wild than the former : If before 
particular Countries were calPd rational; 
for in that caſe it muſt refer to the univerſa- 
lity of mankind that had at that time being 
® in the world; and conſequently every indivi- 

ddual Inhabitane of the Earth muſt give his 
conſent to the ereRing of an univerſal Mo- 
narch, inſtead of a particular Soveraignty of 
any one Kingdom or People; a Koyal Gran- 
deur which, I ſuppoſe, few popular Patrons 
would readily admit ; yet whether they will 
or no, this maxim doth imply a moſt unlimi- 
ted Contradiction ; if, in condition of mere 
nature, there was a time when all of humane 
kind,then living, might be ſuppos'd equals: 
from whence it follows, that if that ſort of 
natural freedom be granted, there cannot any 
one min be choſen a King z unleſs by the 
univer{;] conſent of all the people in the 
world, at one inſtant, without the contradi- 
Eon of any tingle Perſon : And if it be _ 
that 
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e Nature hath made al-men free, and con- 
quently equal!'d in right to all things what- 
ever, it cannot ſeem reaſonable that they 
ould have power to alter the Law of Na- 
re, tho all mankind ſhould concur in one' 
ore; for which reaſon no people could con- 
ſuch a power on one man as they had not 
3 themſelves. d 

IF the general mp——s of the word 
cople be diſavow'd, and men will ſuppoſe 
hat the People of particular Regions , or 

ountries , have power and freedom to 
hooſe Soveraigns, let them obſerve the con- 
quence. Since nature hath not diſtinguiſh'd 
he habitable world into Kingdoms, nor de- 
in'd what part of a people belongs ro one 
Nominion, and what to another; it follows, 
hat the original freedom of mankind bein 
1n- Wupposd, every man is at Liberty to beo 
"Ns t Kingdom he thinks fits and fo every 
ll Werty company hath a right to erect a King- 
ni- Wom by itſelf, and not only every City, but 
re (every Village, and every Family ; pay, and 
ne {Wcvery particnlar man a Liberty ro chooſe his 
s: Mown King, if he pleaſe; and he were a mad 
of {man that being by Nature free, would chuſe 
ny Many perſon, but himſelf, to be his own Go- 
he I vernour. 
ie 8 Thus, inſtead of the Inconvenience of ha- 
li- NY ving but one King, of the whole world, we 
e, Ethall run into a liberty of having as many 
Kings 
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Kings, as there are men in the world; whid 
upon the matter, is to have no King ata 
but leave men to their natural Liberty, x 
the Patrons of thisChimera undertake to ſy; 
poſe; and yet this miſchief the Aflertorst 
natural Liberty would pretendedly avoid. 
If neither the people of the whole work 
nor the whole people of any part of the wor 
be meant ; but only the major part, or ſony 
other part, of a part of the world yet ft 
the objection will be the ſtronger : For þ 
ſides that Nature hath made no partition « 
the worid, or the People into diſtin& King 
doms,land that without a univerſal Conſe 
no partition can be agreed on : Yet if it were 
lawful for particular parts of the world, | 
conſent, to chooſe their Kings, their conſent 
would bind none to Subjection but fuch x 
conſented 3 for the major part never bind 
but where men at firſt agree to be ſo bou 
or wherea higher power ſo commands; and 
there can be no higher power than Natur 
but the Supream above; wherefore if neithe 
Nature nor Omnipotency appoints the majc 
part to bind the lefs, their conſent isnot obl- 
gatory to any bel1des themſelves. And not 
withſtanding all theſe ſtupendious, and aboi 


 minabie Irregularities are clearly deducibl 


from the fanciful miſtikes, and principles! 
ſome who molt ſpeciouſly endeavour toink 
nuate their political notions, by affirming 
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2t primitive Soveraignty, was firſt raisd 
y popular allowance. I will fo far, added 
e 7eſſnedos, gratifie their Aſſertions, as to 
pncede, that eicher from Nature, or by a 
ner! conſent of all mankind, the world was 
firſt, however improbable the conjecture, 
ivided into particular Kingdoms, and the 
4jor part congregated of each Kingdom, 
lowed to chooſe their Monarch; yet even 
that caſe, it cannot be truly ſaid that ever 
e whole people, or the greater number, or 
deed any conſiderable part of the people 
f any nation, ever conven'd to any ſuch 
urpoſe; for except by ſome ſecret miracu- 
Wus inſtin& they ſhould all meer at one time 
nd place: what cne man, or company of 
Wen, !e(s than the total People, hath Power 

d appoint either the day, or place of Electi- 
ns, where all are alike ftee by nature ? And 
ithout a lawful Summons it were moſt un- 
| to bind thoſe that are abſent; the whole 
ple cannot ſummon it ſelf,one man is lick, 
nother is lame, a third is aged, and a fourth 
& under age of diſcretion ; Yer all theſe, at 
ne time or another,or at ſome place or other, 
night be able to meet ; If chey might chooſe, 
cording to theſe circumſtances, as men na- 
Wurally free would certainly require. 

In Aſſemblies that are by human conſtitu- 
10n, the ſuperiour power that ordains ſuch 


uns nd 6: | 
the ſlemblies, can :regulate, and confine my 
$191 
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both for time, place, and perſons, and ot 
circamſtances ; but where there is an equa 
ty, by nature, there can be no ſuperiour po 
er, con(idering every Infant, at the hour i 
born, hath a like Intereſt with the great: 

and wiſeſt man in the world. And it is ce 

that thoſe who are the people this minuy 
are not the people thenext nunate 3 for nm 
kind is like the Sea, ever ebbing or flowine 
every minute one is born, and another dis 
no one time can be indifferent to all manky 
co aſſemble, it cannot but be miſchievous; 
ways, at leaſt to all Infants, and others und 
age of diſcretionz not to ſpeak of wome 
eſpecially Virgins, who by Birth, have 
much natural Freedom as any other, andk 
the moſt part uſe it accordingly, and the 
fore ought not to loſe their Liberty withc 
their conſent. 

But in part, to ſalve this main objectior 
it will be ſaid, . that Children may be conc 
ded by the Votes of their Parents : This n 
| medy may cure ſome little of the miſchie 

 - bur it deſtroys the whole Cauſe: And at 

WP ſtumbles upon the true original of Goven 

ment: For if it may be allow'd thar tit 

aQs of theParents bind theChildren,then far 
wel the doctrine of the natural freedom « 
mankind ; and where SubjeRion to Parens 
1s indiſpenſable, there can be no natural Free 
dom. If any reply, that not all Childre 
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(hall be bound by their Parents conſent, but 
only ſuch as are under age z it muſt be con- 
ſidered, that in nature, there is no non age : 
If 2 man be not born free,ſhe doth not aſſign 
him, any other time, when he ſhall attain his 
Freedom ; or if (he did, then Children com- 
pleating that age ſhould be diſchargd of 
their contra. So that in concluſion, if it 
be imagin'd that the people were ever free 
from Subjection, by nature ; it will prove a 
mere impoſhbility to introduce any kind of 
Government, without apparent wrong tO a 
multitade cf People. 


On the contrary, ſaid the 7«/medes, it is (© YN 


evident from what I have expreſs d, that b 
primitive fatherly Superiority no Inhabitants. 
of the Earth were ever deſtitute of a rightful 
Monarch; and if at any time, by reaſon of 
worldly Alterations,and Revolutions of State 
the proper Soveraign is unknown; yet this, is 
no fault in Nature, but the Negligence, or 
lenorance of thoſe by whom the right Heir 
ought ro be diſcern'd : And if we look gra- 
dually backward, as far as we can imagine 
the beginning of humane Race,we mult con- 
clude, that it waS from paternal Prerogative, 
and not by Contract, Mixture, or popular 
Condeſcenſion , that Monarchy was origi- 
nally obey'd. 
The Athenian Senator, return'd the [aw 
des his thanks, for the fatiſfaQtion he had * 
ceiy 
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ceiv'd from the prudence of his Diſcourſes, in 
every particular ; and affur'd him withal, 

his Deciſion of the Riſe of humane Govern a 
ment, which according to the Grandeur of $3 
his reaſoning, muſt exert it ſelf from Primi. (a 
tive Fatherhood, and enlarg'd as Families en- 
creas'd; and the world, by degrees was reple. W* 
niſh'd with People. And T judge, that itis 
almoſt impoſſible to obſerve the innumerable 
Errors,and Contradi&tions,that redound from 
the contrary opinion. | 

And if, as you judiciouſly reaſon'd, there 
be no diſtin&tion of perſons, in a ſupposd 
primitive Freedom of Mankind ; who can 
deny, in ſucha condition of natural equality, 
that Children and Servants might not pretend 
toſtand on the ſame level Candidates with (9 
cheir Fathers and Maſters by their joynt ©? 
Votes, they having been, whereſoever men 
were, far more in numbec than Parents and 
Maſters ; they might, as the major part,over- 
rule the Election of their Superiors, in order 
to the Choice of their Monarch. 

Pardon me, ſaid the Senator, if I preſume 
to add, to what you have deliver'd: not that 
I conceive any thing you have ſpoken wants 
Illuftration, but as I thoughe fit to confirm 
you, by the example I mention'd, that I have 
receiv*d no ſmall Satisfaction, from your 
Judgement ; notwithſtanding I have that re- 
ſpect, as being a Grecian, for my native Coun 
try, 
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ry, and the wiſdomir claims, that I am de- 
froas thagthe opinion of ſome grand Politi- 
2ns there May be examin'd, and why oy their 
maxims of State they undercake to aſſure us, 
tha there is naturally ſuch a political Ingredi- 
nc 25 mixture in the monarchial Govern- 
ment that was firſt introduced. 

The argument they produce ſeems to have 
2 ſpecious regard to Equity, and the pablique 
Seca ity 3 for how can it be thought, (ay 
they, that reaſonable men would be ſubject 
o the Preheminence and Rule of one ſole 
rerſon, unleſs he were conditionally oblig'd 
3 govern accordingly, or which is all one, 
ound by publique contra to obſerve ſuch 
Laws as the People, the prime Legiſlators, 
jdg'd neceſſary to annex to their choice of 
Soveraignz and turning to the Philoſopher, 
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erſ2nt in their learned Schools, and more 
accurately knowing in the philoſophical and 
ey diſputes than he could pretend to, 
e deſtr'd, that he would briefly acquaint the 
worthy Aftreadas that ſpoke laſt, with ſuch 
tenents of State, as the ſcience and practice 
of his Connery had moſt reputed ; that it 
might be diſcernable whither the Politiques 
- <2 Aftatiques Or Grecians were to be pre- 

The Philoſopher replyd, that by the beſt 
ſearch and ſtrength of his underſtanding, he 
F perceived 
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ks Countryman, told him that he being con- £,v 
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perceiv'd from the Writings and Diſcuſſion | 
of the moſt erudite of his SeRgthat Mo ; 
narchy, as the F»ſſinedos had dilucidly provd : 
was derived from paternal Superiority, z 7 
ancient as the firſt being of mankind; and 
chat it could not procede from any original 
Stipulation or Covenant bertwixt the Sove- 
raign and People : And if otherwiſe debated 
or inſiſted on by the popular notions of fome, 
the fond that they pretend of Monarchial 
Government, muſt needs be very inſtable 
and perpetually uneaſy toKing and Peoplesfa 
what is more pronely conceiv'd and diſpersd NE 
from the ſeducingInduſtry of thoſe whoare&Y;, 
firousto intereſt rhemſelves in vulg2r eſteem 
thanto allure common Underſtandings, by 
teaching them to believe that their afſenc wa 
primitively eflential, to the erecting of Sovs 
raignty; which plauſtbly effeted, on the ſtub 
born conceprions,pride,and refolution of ord 
nary perſons, they are with no leſs facility in | 
trigu d, and taught to conclude, chat theyj,. 
were makers of Kings by original contra&, 
and fo far, at leaſt, a thare in the foundatioſſſic . 

of Monarchy. Which maxime, howeveſſſ.. 

delufively or ſediciouſly convey'd, has ſeldonſſſe;., 
fail'd by inſtigating vulgar apprehenſions to 
conteſt and quarrel with their fupream Ms 
giſtrare as they have occaſionally thought fit, 
and likewiſe too often incited them to lik Yr, 


up their armed hands not only to oppok 
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bat to dethrone their Soveraign, as the [a- 
mentable and borbarons &ffe&s of violence 
and blood, when caus'd by popttar previ- 
lency, deplorably teftifie to the rume of 
common tranquility. veg | 

In ſome exigents of ſtate, the foveraj 
power may refide in the moſt conſidera 
part of a nations as put the caſe the King 
dies withoutan Heir, theconferring of roya 
Dignity ſhall not appertain or eſcheat to the 
whole people, but ro the ſupream Heads, 
and Farhers of Families; 'not as they are the 
people, but as they are Fathers of the people, 
over whom they havea fuperirendent pow- 
e& devolv'd unto them after the death of 
their Monarchical Anceftor 3- and if any can 
have a right to chaſe a King, it muſt be in 


diſtinct fatherly prerogatives on one ſole 
perſon. | 
I am not ignorant, ſaid the Philoſopher, 
that Monarchs are not now as they were ar 
the firſt plantiug or peopling of the World, 
if conſider'd in the direc ſenſe of fathers of 
their Subjects and Kingdoms : But howſo- 
ever it comes ſo to paſs, by world!y revolu- 
tlons, the primitive and natural claim is not 
exringuiſh'd thereby ; becauſe no argument 
that can be brought from matter of fact is 
ufficient to defeat the concern of Right. 


F 2 True 
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(68) 
Trae it is, that in ſome parts of our Grec;. 
« precinAts, there have been gm | 
nions, which by the promoters and favou- 
rers of ſuch governments have been term'd 
limited, « mix'd woe of 5" oy 
equality of Legiſlative Power in the Ki 
and le, bur how more than one Pars- 
mount Eſtabliſher of legal Conſticutions can 
conſiſt with the nature of Monarchy is not 
to be underſtood. , 
And whereſoeyer there are divers ſupream 
State-holders, there can be no Soveraignty 
by reaſon that Monarchical Regiment iseſſen- 
tially Indiviſible, and therefore not capable 
of partition or mixture. 
It in a Royal Government there be allow'd 
2 Joint coucurrence of King and People inthe 
Conſtitutions of Laws, 'tis reaſonable to 
conclude that it proceeded from the Grace 
of the Monarch, for no ſuch right could be- 
long to the People neither by Nature, as has 
been explaind, or original Contract with 
\ the Soveraign, however the liquoriſh pre 
rence may gratify ſome vulgar Pallates; who 
roo pronely reliſh the glib In(inuations of 
factious Contrivers. 

And whoſoever will imagine that the Mo- 
narchical Power can be ſo intrigu'd or mix, 
muſt upon maturer conſideration, acknow- 
ledge that he totally ſubverts the denomin# 
tion and quality of Soveraign Dominion. 


domi- 
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And thus I prove it : Let us ſuppoſe that 
in ſuch a pretended Monarchical = thae 
ſhould ariſe a difference betwixt the King 
and People 3 as who can doubt but in that 
mingle of rule it would too frequently hap- 
pen, who ſhall be the Judge of chac miſun- 
derſtanding betwixt them, or by what means 
it ought ro be Composd. If the derermi- 
nation be affirm'd to belong ro the People, 
the Soveraign Authority is then deftroy'd, 
and conlequently the being of Monarchy. 
If they grant, as I conceive they Thar 
the Judiciary Power is ſolely in Royal 
Perſon, they bid acieu, in thoſe words to 


their o much celebrated notion of limited | 


and mix'd Soveraignty. 

Neicher is ic avoidable, in ſuch 
Conteſt betwixt the Monarch and P 
that recourſe muſt be had, for want of 
Judiciary Determination, to the unruly Con- 
ſcience of the Multitude ; and whether fach 
a method of diforder wonld not produce 
Anarchy and Confuſion, 1I refer it to therea- 
ſon of every unbyalſs'd Underſtanding. 

LO _ ay — more 
nicely inquiſitive than the reſt, into one 
of State, affur'd the Philoſopher that he 
comply'd with his precedent diſcourſe in 
affirming, as the F«ſ/inede: had before Judi- 
ciouſly prov'd, That wg he the molt 
early time of humane being, 
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wflicacion dom Bier! Right, in whotſo 
ever was the firſt Father, and therefore King 
of his Family. F 


Nat do the moſt ancient Records mention 
aber Primitive Rule than perfect Royalcy; 
that no Popular' form-of State bur muf 
have: a:later date than Kingly Superioricy- 
_. Notwithſtanding it is apparent that ſubſe 
ly other Governments have been intro 
dnced,, Entitled; Republicks or Common 
wealths, and ſometimes intermix'd with Mo- 
_ 25 the total Community have beep 
repreſentatively Intereſted in the enacting of 
legal ERtabliſhments. | 
That this kind of Soveraignty has in fame 


| * parts of the World, and by ſuch as value 


themſelves on the ſuppos'd Wiſdom of their 
Politicks, been highly applanded, if not 
preferr'd in their opinion, before all other. 
Witneſs the Lacedemonian 'Monarchies in 
our -native Country of Greece, by which 
Confticution the Royal Government is limj- 
red. and mix'd with Popular Authority 3 in 
that ſevere manner too, that the Votes of 
the People, as they are there aſſembled or 
repreſented by Perſons delegated to that pur- 
-poſe, do not only.'over-rule the Commands 
of their Monarch, but render him accouma- 
'ble to them, whenſoever they. pleaſe to 
queſtion the atings of their King, as is pradi- 
cally known from the proceedings of the 
Ephori within that Dominion. To 
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To which the Philoſopher Anſwer'd, That 
the qualification and titular nature of the 
Spartan Or Lacedemonian King Was ealtly di- 
ſinguiſh'd, if duely compar'd with the inhe- 
rent Propriety of Monarchical Rule. And 
what Grecian does not know that the Sperter 
"7 by nothing to do with the execution 
of the Laws, -or Civil Government, _ tho 
main Kingly Attributes, and was but in ef- 
fet a Captain General, for he had'no com- 
pulſive Power but when actually in the-Field, 
and therefore no other than Principal Com- 
mander of the :Army of that State, - tho 
bearing, for Honours ſake, the Name- of 
Soveraign? 


Notwithſtanding which, there are ws "3 


of perverſe and litigious diſcuflers of t 


concerns of Kings, that would-pretend that 7 


the figure of this Lacedemonian Royalty ought 
to be reſembled by other Monarchical 
vernments; or that the Soveraign ſhould be 
vided and imposd on at the arbicrement of 
the People, which were in effect to debafe 
2 King beneath the People, and render Ma- 
jeſty no other than a Property at their diſpo- 
ſa]. To which purpoſe, ſome Popular Dif- 
patants preſume to maintain, That all Pow- 
er was originally in the ging. ws and that 
Crowns and Scepters, but as the Pageantries 


of Thrones, were beſtow d on Ki by 
common donation, and reyocable on brea 
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originalof Laws andR minion. And 
if any Judicious ſearch be made whereby to 
diſcover the fond of ſuch Principles, they 
may be charg'd with as much notional obſcy. 
rity, as the brain of Man muſt neceſſarily 
encounter, that. would undertake to demos 
ſtrate the elemental Congreſs of the materi 
parts of the Univerſe, when Chaos was firſ 
diſlolv'd. 

AnJ1 ſhould we fo far Indulge this wil 
and licentious Maxim, asto concede that the 
Monarch was oblig'd not to ſuperſede, orin 
m1ny caſes, alter the known Laws; and that 

if he did, thatitis radically in the People 
\ under the notion of original 'Contre, to 
Compel or Depole their King. Is it not ab- 
ſolurely requiſite; 'that thofe many calc 
ſhould have been undoubtedly inſerted at the 
time of this grand bargain, for the initiating 
of the Monarch and Subje& ?- Now if it be 
not clearly ſo recorded, nay, manifeſtly leg 
ble in National Conſtitutions, it ought to 
_— as a moſt extravagant fiction 3 fa 
what is more Abſurd, than to imagine 

an uncontroulable Power in the People, ye: 
find no fuch'Capacity, relatingto them, ex 
preſ&d by any known Law, however Eſſer 
tial to the ſafety and well being of King and 
Subject, to be acquainted with their fund? 


mental obligations and puniſtments in caie 
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of ſuch Conditions as == far to call the 
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of violation 3 and it were highly unjuſt, ſhould 
2ny oppoſition or penalty be inflited on the 
ſupream Magiſtrate, and he les ſafe or pri- 

ilede'd than a common Perſon, to defend 
himſelf; if there be no Law extant that de- 
clares, in what manner he ought to be calld 
to account by the People. 

Others, who would be thought no leſs cu- 
rious than deep in their political Sentimenrs, 
have imploy'd the beſt of their skill to con- 
vince mankind, that no Government can be 
more exa&ly ballanc'd, in reference to pub- 
lick SatisfaRtion and Benefit,however, skew'd 
appears the domination,than a compleat mix- 
ture of Legiſlators by a temper of Monarchy, 
Ariſtocracy, and Democracy ; or which is 
the ſame, a compound of three Eſtates im- 
ply'd by King. Nobility, and Commons. 

Which kind of rule, if duly conſtituted, 
doth preſuppoſe a ſuitable Goodneſs and 
Complaiſance in order to the promoting of 
Grandeur, inevery reſpect; on which ground 
l readily acknowledge, if the Principal Mem- 
bers of the main body: of a Nation, are of 
fix'd Integrity and Duty, as muſt be imply'd 
by the intended Virtue and Participation of 
Rule, committed to the cruſt of Perſons thus 
fignally concern?®d, that there is undoubtedly 
an Excellency, as well as publick advantage 
and glory, in a Goverument (o eſtabliſh'd. 


Whereas 
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Whereas contrarily, whenſoever a bod / 
politique, form'd as I have ſpecifi'd, comedy « 
to be deprav'd and conſequently fermentedWte 


and inflam'd by FaRion, there is no politica 
Regimen: that is more perniciouſly endanger(wi 
by practices of men and convulſions of ſtate,Wuor: 
than by this manner of reputed intermixtureſÞ9; 
of three Legiſlative powers; when render{ 
impraRicable by means of diflention or op 
poſition. 

And who can doubt, if animoſities arive 
© an uncomPolible Breach, betwixt the Mo.W$:1o 
narch and ſach as perſonate theſe eſtates, or 201 
berwixs thoſe who repreſent the Nobility anc|0n 
Commons of a Nation, the Intereſt of the 
Royal Magiſtrate muſt ſuffer in a high mea {Port 
ſure, until to invalidate that Inconvenience 
the Monarch, who had limited his rule be 
fore, finds himſelf neceſſitated to aflume, il 
prevalent enough, an abſclute ſoveraignty. 

On the other {1de, when popular conteſt 
and violence is equivalently predominant, 
and that the Monarchy is fubverted thereby," 
in ſuch a Revolution it uſually follows, that]Þ9WV! 
out of the Ruine of the Soveraign Rule, the#"s | 
the admir'd Pheniy, in the opinion of the vich 
vulgar, call'd a Republick, is by their Po <tc 
cency erected, unleſs their numerous (way 
and exorbitancy be deluded to affiſt the ſub- PÞ-2% 
tile ambition of a ſole Ulſurper. a Fc 
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And whenſoever the impetuous vehemen- 
of the People is worſt diffus'd, it is ma- 
feſt to every diſcerning Judgment, that the 
xerverſe conceit of an original contract, be- 
wixt the Monarch and Subje&, however 
nreafonably the People be ſeduc'd in grant- 
v the ſuppoſition, as has already been 
rov'd, is the uncertain foundation on which 
lis my of Popular Confuſton is uſually 
Xaited. 

Neither can it be properly afhrm'd, by any 
1lm or unbyais'd apprehenſion, that a King 
nnot in ſome exigents of State, deviate 
rom the aſual ſenſe of Law, when the mo- 
ve is of that extraordinary and grand im- 
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iour Prerogative, both Government and 
Laws would be totally ſubverted; let the 


% 


culars. 
Suppoſe, as the firſt Quere, that by the 
tbulent contrivement of Seditious Perſons, 
n whatſoever ſtation imagin'd to a, the 
Doveraign ſhould be denied the affiſtance of 
e's People, or that his Subjects ſhould be 
» @richdrawn from their Allegiance, and in- 
» Wected with a miſchievous deſire to diſobey 
7 (0d alter his Government and eſtabliſh'd 
> $L4ws, or give up his Power and Perſon to 
a Foreign Enemy, ought not he, by imploy- 
ing the Parte and Perſons of his SubjeRs, in 
; any 


port, that ſhould he not be allow'd a Supe- 


nſtance be made in theſe following par- © 
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any method he judg'd moſt proper, toenWer t 
deavour to obviate and depreſs fo. horrid Gide 
guilt and violation of Right within his Doll A 
minion ? 

The other is, that ſuppoſing there is al; a | 
Being a poſitive Law that declares it treabMiign 


nable for any Perſon whatſoever to conveſiich 
the King or his Son and Heir privily out dÞh]1 « 
the Kingdom, might not the © Soverainhow 


notwithſtanding this Statute, in a ſudden an; t: 
highly apparent danger, by which his liWret: 
and his Sons would be probably endanyer( 
provide for his own and his Childs ſatety, bill 
commanding, to that end, the (ſecret i 
{iſtance! of ſome few of his Subje&ts anMern 
Servants > What reaſonable nan but mu 
grant that it were below the level of con 
mon ſenſe to deny the Monarch the libern 
in both theſe caſes of ſaperſeding the Lay 
And it were all one as to affirm, That theSonfikin 
r4ign ought not to be 2llow'd the exerciſe 
his Underſtanding, as to argue or quote 
Statute againſt the rational ſecurity and pnffflerat 
ſervation of his Perſon and Government 
when there is no better expedient to provil 
for the ſafety of both. "By all which it a 
pears, that it is impoſſible for a Monarch, Þ / 
all circumſtances, to Rule according to Lan 
nay, that it were ſinful in him, in ſome es 
gents of Stare, not to infringe a legal Or 
nance, when it would rather obſtruct or i 
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ter the deſence that he might otherwiſe pro- 
ide for himſelf and People. 

And i- is no lefs manifeſt, that whoſoever 
ball afſerr that there is ſuch a Governmenc 
; off&« 2 liniiced or mix'd Monarchy, or a Sove- 
oM:ignty proceeding from original Contra 
vith the People, and ſuitably practicable in 
dll occurrences and curcumſtances of Rule, 
mM@owever ſuch a man, by his notional mingle, 
x: twiſting together King and People, may 
'{Fretend to be of more nice ard acutate Poli- 
r (Wicks than others : He would be found tobe 
ls fully impertinent in his ſuppoſed method, 
5 if he had proposd a Specujation in Go- 
ernment that was neither proper or uſeful. 
To which purpoſe, our great Philoſopher 
riſtotle determines 3 where he affirms, That 
Wwhereſoever is ſaid to be a King according to £ 
vELaw, there is no fort of Government or © 
WWKingdom at all, His meaning, I conceive, 
is, That the Law cannot be ſuppos'd ſuperi- 
zur to the Monarch, but it muſt be likewiſe 
mcranted that the Legiſlators by whoſe con- 
currence it is produced havealſo more ſupream 
1 Power than the Monarch within his Domi- 
MMnion. 

S And I undoubtedly believe, concluded the 
YG Philoſopher, that conditional Sove- 
uy raignty, as ſome may imagine it relates to 
King and People, is morally inccnſiſtent with 
on monarchiual Regiment. 5 
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The Aſtreadan Magiſtrate told the Phil, 
ſopher that he was well fatisfred with thi 
Judgment given by him; that enough 
fures the perplex'd notions of ſuch as endez. 
vour to pervert and obſcure the clear pro 
prieties of Royal pam : Which, fa 
the/=//inedor, have had an unalterable eſteen 
within our Region, notwithſtanding the pe. 
nicious Induſtry that has formerly been us 
by uneaſie and fantaſtical perſons, who hz 
ving been allur'd by the policical Sophiſty 
of ſome of your Grecian Schools, they ſeem! 
rather defirousto live under no government 
than not to be cavilling diſputants in behalf 
of their notions ; by which they -inſtuuated 
\ that a popular allay and mixrure- was necel. 
# ſary to be temperd with Monarchy. And 
this kind of Phanaticiſm in policiques having 
diſpersd ſome of its ſeeds in 4a, about the 
time that the mighty Zerxes planted a Colony 
of Grecians in a neighbouring Country to this 
Iſland : Whither this perverſe and wrangling 
SeR, in their meaſures of Submiſſion to civil 
Dominion, had ſoon imported their mot!y 
Principles. But this endeavour of theirs did 
neither far or long propagate their Cavils; 
by reaſon that our Government had in precc- 
dent time, provided again(t ſuch extravagant 
and diſorderly opinions that might tend to 
moleſt or deprave the publick manners of 


our Natives ; as you ſhall ſoon mo—— 
0 
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Ja the mean ſpace I will impart, by your 
leaves, the ſenſe that our wile predeceflors 
12d of the pernicious tenent of a hereregene- 
ous or mix'd Soveraignty. Well knowin 
that a paradox in ſtare, if ſpeciouſly viffus's 
no leſs than an intricate novelty in worſhip, 
meets not ſeldom with a facile reception 
Fom the multitude ; by reaſon that their In- 
tellets are for the moſt part ſo capricious 
2nd uneaſie in their eſteem of the Rule they 
2e under, as they judge that no dominion 
can have a ſubſtantial ſupporr, unleſs in the 
main bulk it has a groſs reliſh of popular 
aFcompoſition. ; 

Which ſurly conceir, when patroniz'd by 
ſuch guides whom they are moſt inclin'd to 
16 follow, provokes them to conclude that Mo- 
narchy ought to be fo intrigu'd and regula- / 
js Mced, from whence the conſequence has been 
unexpreſſibly inconvenient, and inſtead of 
promoting common intereſt and repoſe, it 
has been, in ſome Nations, the prevalent 
WM ſourſe of overflowing animoſities. 

Infomuch that where the Soveraignty has 
been thought moſt exactly to participate of 
two other Eſtates, that is to ſay, of Ariſto- 
cracy and Democracy, it has encourag'd and 
e | Produc'd as dangerous enormities as their ſe- 
vera] oppoſitions could bring to paſs. And 
fIÞ tis an undoubted truth, that ſuch States, 
wherein the Soveraignty is ſaid to be divided, 

are 
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2e not rightly to be call'd Commonweaits 1; 
but corruption in the civil rule. ” 
In like manner, where che people are but 1 
taught to believe that they are in themſelve U;+; 
or Repreſentatives, in oy 4 kiad ſharers with Þ ;f 
the Monarchical ſtate ; ſuch a people areſe.})) 
dom without horrible diviſions , ſedition +» 
contrivements, which as the t of conſu- 4 
ſion and miſery, too often produce the our. Nc; 
ragious calamities and bloody violence of fcn, 
Inteſtine War. Neither was it ever o-MÞ; 
fery'd, where the Soveraign power hafſſG: 
been but reputed devilible berwixt the Mo-;- 
narch and People, that the diſturbance and YC 
quarrels for Superiority inRule,have not ſome-Med 
times prov'd of that pn_ Conſequence ſl: 
as they have turn'd the State into Confuſion, he 
until by changeofDominion either in onePer-Þ(-!; 
ſon, or more, a new model of Governmentcor 
be introducd by a total Subverſion of the co 
old. anc 
If the Monarch by national conſtitution fi; 
provides fo favourably for his People as toÞF-c 
have their adviſe and concurrence in the cre-Þ the 
ating of Laws, which in Prudence is the beliſcre 
choice that a wiſe King can make, both as oÞtpo! 
his information of publick concerns, and in inf; 
what manner they ought'to be provided forÞ cr; 
by the moſt effectual expedients; by reala Jin | 
cat ſuch of che People asare duely appropri Et ai 
2:ed ro that purpoſe ought to be judg's molt 
nowing 
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knowing of the State of the body polifick, 
-nd how by their aſſiſtance their Monarch 
may be enabled with moſt Glory, and con- 
tent to his Nation, to ſupport the Grandeur 
of his Throne and People ; doth it therefore 
thllow, that any ſuch may fo far prevaricate 
from this Grace and Complaiſance in their 
Monarch,as to conceive by their being elect- 
ed and called for the ſervice of his Domini- 
on, they may take leave to impoſe on their 
Prince, by pretending to have a ſhare in his 
Government, or that of right they ought to 
be ſo admitted on the account of original 
Contract ; or as they claim, by their conceit- 
ed determination, however improbable or 
2bſurd, that the Soveraign power ought to 
be divided betwixt their Monarch and them- 
ſelves. Would not every indifferrnt man / 
conclude, that ſuch a bold Intrigue of State 
could tend to no other end but co inſtigate 
and ferment, with more applauſe, miſunder- 
ſtandings betwixt the Monarch and People, 
From all which 'tis uadeniably certain, that 
the diſtemper proceeds from an unnatural Ex- 
crelcerce andGrowth of Factions in the body 
politick ; when by ſach poſitions men would 
intinuate the intermixture of either Ariſto- 
cratical or Popular eſtate, or both conjoync 
n prejudice to the genuine Right of Sove: 
raignty, 
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And I dare avow, that whereſoever ſuch 
maxims are boldeſt aſſerted, they are alway; 
deſign'd and patroniz'd, by ſome Perſons, h 
with no other Intention than by pretending} ,” 
to expedients, in order to redreſs Exorbitan- 
ciesin the Throne, that they might ſpeciouſl 
intereſt themſelves by attaining the height of 
2 more arbitrary or unlimited power over F* | 
their Fellow Subjects, than all their Kecrims- 
tions or alledg'd failings in their Mona, 
if true, could ever import, 

Nor has the dangerous encreaſe of thoſe 
pernicious and unaccountable tenents, uw | 
time, wanted the fevereſt animadverſions 
from our A/treadan Dominion; whereby thee 
might condign impreſſion remain in the po- 
ſerity of thoſe whoſe Progenitors had, in 
pI__—_ Ages, tainted their Allegiance by 

ing malevolently diſpos'd in oppoſition to 
the purity of our eſtabliſh'd Monarchy. bh 

And thus by the publick diligence of our 
State, care was fſeaſonably taken that the ori 
yinal Authors, Contrivers, and Abetters, of. 
ſuch perplex'd and froward Principles, ſhoult 
be notoriouſly diſreputed and convey?*d to fr 
ture Memory, whereby their Names and Fi 
milies might be diſtinguiſh'd from the InteÞ,y, 
prity of ſounder Judgments 3 to which end The 
they ſtand mentioned in our Annals and... he 
Records with the Epithites of Munercl, 0: Yref 
pied Politicians. Prin 

This In 
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| This was done with no Intention to 
reflect on their poſtericy, otherwiſe than 
by reminding them that the incompatible 
| and detrimental renents of their Forefathers 
ought to be reſented by their Lineage in 
vc 2 publick manner as by our State was 
| Eprovided co that purpoſe. 
'* Which vertuous policy of our Govern- 
-Sment having been, in after Succeſſion of 
LWour Princes orderly regarded by meaſures 
proper for its Conſervation, the men of 
mixt Principles, together with their groſs 
lay whereby they had heretofore debas'd 
genuine value of Soveraign rule, have not 
ropagated the evil of their imperfe& opi- 
ions, in ſuch who were deſcended from 
m. Notwithſtanding, that nothing is 
nore dangeroufly incident co humane Na- 
ure than out of Pride, or Hope of popu- 
x Glory, to add to their Crimes the 
erſe maxims of their Progenitors. 
And I dare affirm, ſaid the 7uſſinedos, that 
Whereſoever the method I have expreſs'd 
not commendably practis'd, that no form 
Government, tho ſuppos'd the moſt ex- 
t, can in its eſſential or miniſterial parts, 
ave long Security. 
The Athenian Senator told the Fuſſinedes, 
at he much rejoyced to underſtand by his 
C Kpreſffions, conſidering the deprav'd Rule 
Principalities and States, that Expedients 
G 3 might 
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might be found by political conſtitutions 
whereby the Goodnels of publick manner; 
relating to order and common obedience, 
could be encouraged and prelerved ; adding, 

that he well knew that it might ſometime: 

be, tho very rarely, the Felicity of a Ds. 

minion to bs manag'd by the condu 0 

vertuous men ; but ſeldom fo refind th: © 
that it could arrive to a Habit, or not tw '< 
ſoon vitiated by the corrupt 2dminiſtratio I 
of ſuperiour Perſons ; notwithſtanding Iyll © 
readily granted, that the ſatisfaction ef © 
pected from Governments proceeds from 0 
ſuppoſition, at leaſt of the Integrity c 


* — In -=—_—_ ot as 2 cw 


their Conducts 3 and that neither the ſupeſ 19 
intendency of one ſole perſon, or republic wi 
eſtabliſhment could be otherwiſe delign] >: 
than that Subjefts (ſhould conclude, til © 

ood was meant them by ſuch as govern ple 


y reaſon it muſt conduce to the advantas 
of a!l civil ſuperiority to be ſo reputed. / 
did they uſefully diſcern, that che obec ſon 
ence of mankind could be fo diſpos' 


they would acknowledge, in reſpe&t Þ} -** 
the benefit and aſſurance they might hy 9 
from the ſound affettion of ſuch as aredfſ * 
der their Rule, that it was their fur Inc 
Intereſt to advance no other conduct int Ei 
State than vertuous. els 


O: the contrary, whereſoever the ext 
ind magnitude of Power is more the « 
ti, 
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| trivd Grandeur of Supream Rulers, than 
| the exemplary value and management of 


Vertue 3; ſuch Governments, as you have 
pathetically inſtanc'd, faid the Athenian Ma- 
ſtrate, turning to the 7»/inedos, cannot 
om ſafe or long continuance : becauſe in 
ſo doing, Superiour Command does ex- 
tavagantly over-aRt the part that oughr 
t0 be more temperately perform'd; and 
in all Dominions, as they are more or 
es corrupted, this dangerous evil is ac- 
cordingly evident : From whence it often 
comes to paſs, that degenerate and licen- 
tious Subjects preſume to reflect on the 
Juſtice and Conduct of their Monarch, 
when the main growth of miſcarriages in 


State, occaſionally ſprings from their Mif- , 


cemeanours. By which means, a bad Peo- 
ple does in ſome degree neceſſitate. a 
more uneaſie and worle Soveraign than 
»therwiſe they might obey, and the rea- 
{lon is obvious, becauſe when a Prince 
oferves that he cannot over-rule the 
werleneſs of his People {ſo gently as he 
would, he thinks himſelf neceſſitated to 
be ſeverer than in other circumſtances his 
Inclination would have '\permitted, there 
being nothing more difficult, and perhaps 
leſs ſafe, than to undertake to govern the 
Wicked by the meer ſimplicity of Good- 
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And1 am apt to believe, that it is rae. 


ly obſervable that any Supream Rul 
Ss naturally evil, Ws made it is 


choice to be rather impertinently exor. 


bitant, or brutiſhly wicked in governing 
of men, than to have executed their Do- 
minion on a fond of obedient and ſound 
Morality, if poffible to be effected by any 
general deſert of their Subje&ts : Info 
much, that if the Worlds moſt Univerſal 
Experience be duly examin'd, it will con- 
center with the truth of this aſſertion, 
That no Monarch, or other Maegiſtracy, 
ever acted fo prejudicial to their Intereſt, 
as to elevate their Power above the ordt- 
nary height, unleſs provok'd *by the pre- 
Feedent Corruption, and ungovernable In- 
clination of their People. 

From whence it has too often come to 
paſs, that Monarchy, tho by Parernal 
Right the moſt Ancient and Natural, & 
is manifeſt from our former diſcuſſions, 
has exerted it ſelf, by ſome unuſual me- 
thod to a ſecurer height, or by the irreſiſtz 
ble Sedition and Violence of the mulricude 
totally ſubverteds and inſtead of a Linea! 
deſcent of Rightful Kings, the Blood of 
Ulfurpers advanc'd to the Throne. Or if 
not ſo, where the vulgar have been more 
emphatically ſucceſsful, they have never 
fail'd to convert their predominancy, and 

| repre- 
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reſentation of themſelves, inco the figure 
of a Repudblick. 

And it cannot be denied, that out of the 
ruine of Hereditary Monarchy and the diſor- 
der, if not Anarchy, that has riſen from 
thence 3 the Popular States, within our 
Countries of Greece, have had their be- 
pinning. 

But you Aſtreadans, asI gather from what 
the Reverend ?«/ſinedos; has intimated, avow- 
ing that your Monarchical Rule is practically 
manag'd by a Political Integrity, above the 
felicity of other Dominions, I preſume to 
make it my requeſt,that the method might be 
declar'd, that ſo much conduces tothe ſtability 


and happineſs of your King and Nation. » 
To which the 7-/inedos readily anſwer'd, , 
That the happinels and ſecurity of their Go , 


vernment depended on a few particulars, 
which had been very anciently in uſage with 
them, and he hop'd would continue unſha- 
ken in many Ages to come. 

The main Pillar that ſupports the reverend 
eſteem of our Political Conſticutionss is, That 
our Religion has had ſuch an entire value and 
prevalency in our Nation, that no novelty of 
Worſhip has been able to ſtain the clearnels of 
the verity on which it depends 3 and this has 
effeCtual'y, I doubt not, been explain'd by the 
Schemeof our belief, that our Fidefendon has 
before expre(s'd : There being nothing more 

G 4 certain, 
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Certain than that the ſoundeſt props of legal 
eſtabliſhments, will be otherwiſe roo weak to 
ſupport the bulk of Government ; inſomuch, 
that whereſoever diverſity of Beliefs have any 
tolerable reception, the Sacerdotal Function 
will be ſo Intrigu'd, and Intereſted thereby, 
and the Manners of Men ſoprevalently byaſs, 
that Corruptions, under the Notion and Ay- 
thority of Zeal, will debaſe the obedience 
that ought to be acknowledg'd to the Ciyil 
Dominion. Andthis can no way be prevent 
ed, but by obliging men to believe no more 
than by the conviction of ſenſe they muſt 
grant true, and with that (incerity and plain- 
neſs, that every common underſtanding (hall 
not want the aſſiſtance of a profeſſion, to ex: 
plain their Creed. And where the People are 
fully intelligent to that end, their Obedience 
and Manners will be aſlur'd, as long as humane 
Reaſon can be ſupposd predominant, againſt 
all finiſter Innovations to the contrary. Thus, 
whoſoever reſts ſatisfied of the conviction 0f 
our worſhip of Providence, without annexing 
any devisd Articles of Faith, ſtands moſt en- 
tixely prepar d to prefer and obey the goodne(; 


of the Rule to which heowes ſubmiſſion 3 aa 


which evident foundation, both the worſhip 
of our Natives and obedience does chiefly C&- 
pend. On the contrary, as you Grecians mult 
conſels, the alterations and ſubverſions of Gc- 
£rnments amonglt you, have proceeded from 
no 
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10 other cauſe than the various changes and 
deceits of worſhip,as is manifeſt from the dif- 
{ent forms and adorations amongl(t you : fo 
that if the publick profeſſion of Faith be not in 
its 0Wn nature equally manifeſt to every rea- 
ſonable apprehenſ1on,it muſt create Dubirants 
in Belief,and conſequently Deſpilers of the ci- 
vil Authority, as men queſtion the truth of 
what is propos'd or injoyn'd: But cannot do ſo 
if the maxims of their Creed are as ſenſibly 
intelligible as Seeing and Feeling is generaily 
the capacity of mankind. And whoſoever doth 
udge that bs is rationally able to give the lye 
0 the Religion of a Government, would en- 
deavour topromote hisopinion, tho it prove 
no le(s prejudicial than faction in the State,or 
2 means to introduce a change of rule to 
confirm his Perſwaſton. 


From all which 'tis very demonſtrable, that 


where the ſoul of the Subject doth moſt rati- 
onally Concenter with the authoris'd beliefof 
z Nation, ſuch a Government will be more 
zermanently endear'd and obey'd than any 
other, whoſe ſacred Edits have not an 


aſſurance beyond Polemick Debate or 


Queſtion. 

The Athenian Senator reply'd, that in their 
Country of Greece, nothing was more diff- 
Cult or lefs ſucefsful by the Endeavours of ſuch 
25 ruled, however claiming under any deno- 
mination the moſt peiſeCtion in civil Eſtab- 

liſhments, 
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bliſhments, then to be conſiderable enough will þ; 
ſuppreſs Nonſenſe, in belief and worſhip ;; 
within their Dominions. o 

It having been, with them, the conſtant 7e 

ſucceſs of foppiſh Deceivers ro make a Fool ft :1, 

of the Conſcience of men,that they might,for ph 

their ends,more ſurely deprave their manner: m: 

So that I cannot but acknowledge, that the Þ rh 

* grand corruption of States, have generally e Þ ni, 
merg'd from the Sillineſs of their Creeds; by 
which their Devotion and civil Obediences zc 
& highly impaird:And this miſchief is uſually 
# faking wicththe Multicude, that ſincerity andWhac 
& clearnel(s in either is moſt neglected by them. the 
& If Lawsbeordained ſuffciently uſeful, bohMRe 
\ as to divine and humane concern, they who Ne 
are leaſt diſpos'd to like any, will always be 
" requiring new or better ; ſothat nothing istoc 
harder,than for Governments to ſeaſon Eitz- Do 
bliſhments ſuitable to the diſtemper'd PallasYing 
of ſuch as ought to obey;and whereſoever tha Mo 
humour is predomin2n*, tis 3Symptom that tf thai 
boy politick is {ick ; and the multiplicity 0Þ vidt 
Laws, the miſerable pretence of its Cure:Kcert 
becauſe evi! men, and thoſe ever the greareltÞ defi 
part, are the Complainers, and as much as inÞ the 
them lyes, the Obſtructors of EmengationsÞ by t 
in State, being reſolved that no expedients [| qua] 
how numerous ſoever, (hall be enough to I Got 
provize 221inft their Crimes and Faction: 
It under a Monarch, they have Pleas agaialt 
*) 
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his Miniſters 3 if rul'd by Ariſtocracy, they 
1re angry with the Nodility ; if Democra- 
cy be fupream, then they blame ſuch as 
repreſent it: And I do not find, ſaid the 4- 
thenian Magiſtrate, turning to the Philoſo- 
pher, that any of your learned Schools have 
made any Decifton , whereby to prevent 
the Growth of this dangerous Inconve- 


nience. 

The Philoſopher anſwered, that he did 
acknowledge, that no poſition of their 
Schools, or thoſe which the 'divine Plato 
had moſt acutely deliverd, could prevent 
the vain Superſtitions and Fopperies of 
Religion, that mixt with Governments. 
Neither had any of their learned, by any 


Scheems of Policy, proceeded farther than © 


:Wtodeclare, by way of Theory, whar fort of © 


-E Dominion was in it ſelf the beſt : In do-. 


ing of which they have generally preferr'd 
Monarchical Regiment : On this maxim, 
eff that whatſoever is moſt one, is leaſt to be di- 
'Wvided. Bur in the practick part, which is 
Mcertainly moſt uſeful, their Treatiſes are 
| deficient, by reaſon they have not preſented 


oÞ the world with any ſure expedients, where- 


by the Perſons that goveru may be ſuitably 
qualified ro communicate and preſerve the 

Goodneſs intended by civil Dominion. 
For ſince it little avails humane Govern- 
ment to have a ſound Foundation, unleſs 
its 


oo 
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ics Conveniencies be likewiſe regular and 
laſting : So where perſonal Enormities and 
Filings, eſpecially ſuch that deprave and 
weaken the body politick, are not duely 
prevented, let the Laws be never fo exce\. 
lent, evil manners will coo ſoon give Lay 
to them; On the contrary, there is nothing 
more certain, thit in what kind foever 
a Government be conſtituted, that ought 
to have the celebrated Approbation , [et 
its name be what it will be, of ruling by 
ſuch meaſures a5 both incline and ſecure 
Obedience from their People, it ought tg 
be reputed more exact than others, that 
may perhaps have better pretence to the 
Theory or Title, than to ſuch ordinatiors 


& of State as tend to the compleating of due 
X Obedience in their People; wherefore the 


Philoſopher r01d the mes that he 
join'd his requeſt with the Senator that 
ſpoke laſt, by deſtring he would partia- 
larly declare, the eflential method where. 
by he conceivd the Aftreadan Monarchs 


had (o long continu'd, their happy and iſ 


mous Royalty. | 
To which the 7»/iaedos readily conſented 


telling them that he conceiv'd he had in 


general effectually mention'd before, how 
it had been anciently the prudent ence! 
vour of his Nation to explode mot!y Re 
ligions, no leſs than mungre] politicks 
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thit had ſome time endeavoured to jn- 
{oſt their Monarchy. The firſt was 
eali'y brought to paſs by our profefſing 
of a Religion that was more ſenſibly In- 
relligible than any other that undertook 
to diſſent from it ; of which ſo much 
has been expreſſed before, that I need 
not, faid the 7»/iedos, trouble you with 
any repetition. 

As for our State managements, it hath 
been of long and conſtant uſe with us 
to prepare Perſons that might be moft 
advantageous to the Eſſential Proſperity 


and Grandeur of our Government, and , 
not only ſo, but by a proper method ſe-$ . 


cure all ſubordinate Truſts and Magi- 
ſtracy in a ſuitable manner, whereby 
their Integrity might appear moſt avail- 
able to the Publick. And this has al- 
ways with us, proceeded from gracious 
allowance of our Kinzs, and the reacy de- 
lire of Subjects. 

You much furprize me, reply'd the 
Athenian Senator, to hear you ſpeak of 
rendring the Perſons of Men fo fervice- 


able, as you expreſs, to your Nation :- | 


And I grant, could that be effefted, the 
exemplary Integrity of your Prince and 
Nation, together with ſuch Laws as con- 
ſequently muſt fortify the Glory and 
Happineſs of your Monarch, would be 
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a Preſident, whence other Dominions might 
take Copies in order to their future 
Greatnels. 

I doubt not but they would, reply 
the 7-ſſinedos, if they did not too pe- 
remptorily judge that the Civil manner 
of Men, as they too often relate to pub- 
lick Tranſactions, without having to do 
with ſuch particular failings as naturally 
are incident to Mankind, are harder to 
be remedy'd by the endeavour of a State, 
than really they would be found, if the 
Cure be pradently provided. 
\ As in our Afreaden Principality, where 
it can be no Mans Honour or Advar- 

rage to be otherwiſe than faithful to the 
Publick, and what is more ſupreamly 
great, no leſs the concern of the Monarch 
than the Subjeftz might not one rational- 
ly conclude, that the continuation and 
fond of ſuch a Dominion, would have 
2 large (hare of remembrance in Records 
of Time ? 

By your leave, ſaid the Philoſopher, 
I will make a Query before you come 
co, particulars: Suppoſe your King, for [ 
| take him to be, as you declare, a per- 
fe& Monarch, ſhould by violent extra- 
vagancy alter the form of Rule you men- 
tion, might not the expedient you have Ct 
# liver'd tall ſhort of expectation ? 


WW L.T ” 4 A T a&G 


( 95 


I grant, anſwer'd the Fu/ſinedy, that 
had we ever been Ruld by a King 
that poſſibly could be imagin'd to act 
ſo oppoſitely to his own Greatneſs, the 
objection might have ſome Validity 3 
but we muſt ſuppoſe him in this caſe 
both a Fool and a Tyrant, purpoſely to 
leffen himſelf. Neither did I ever hear 
of any Monarch fo fooliſhly wicked, that 
he would rather chooſe to Rule by the 
aſſiſtance of Evil Men, if the good could 
d him greater ſervice. 

On the other ſide, if the Supream Ma- 
citrate obſerves thac Factions and Sedi- 
tous Inclinations have, in the greateſt / 
pare of his People, Corrupted, and, as * 
it were, ſeparared from his Throne, the 
Morality that ought to be annex'd to 
Publick Duty : To be ſure their Prince, 
if his temper be none of the beſt, thinks 
himſelf in a high meaſure provok'd to 
be worſe than he was before, and fo 
blends and ſpreads his evil Genius with 
the Impiouſneſs of his Subje&s, that he, 
in being Wicked, may be more point- 
oly Supream in the Grandeur he de- 
12ns. 

But the miſchief is, that a bad and 
unquiet People will be more ſcrutinouſly 
Inquifitive into the Morals and Conduct 
of their Soveraign, than if they were 

as 
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25 Loyal as they ought 3; or that it were 
eafie for their Prince, by the meer Phj. 
loſophy of Goodneſs, to over-rule the 
Impious diſpoſition of his Subje&ts. And 
tho this implies a Contraditory and ln- 
compatible humour in Men, relating to 
ſach as Govern, it is very much the 
Topicks of the multitude in all Corrupt 
Dominions. 

But theſe particulars have been alrez. 
dy enough inſiſted on, I will therefore, 
in the moſt eſſential manner, according 
to your defire, declare what remains to be 
deliverd as it reſpe&ts Peace and Wars: 
Which take briefly thus : 

Our Monarchy, as I acquainted you be. 
fore, is perfectly ſuch both in Name and 
Nature, not admitting of commixture of 
Power or Rule, in any kind, with the Sub 
jet. And that this Royal preheminency 
and greatneſs, might be more ſecurely dy- 
nifled and continued, our Monarch ſeldom 


confers Titles of Dignity or Honour uparf © 


any, unleſs generouſly deſcended and fait 


ably accomplith'd with Abilities and Man :- 


nets; and if low Birth doth require Ac 
vancement, it muſt be qualified by Actions 
and Parts extraordinarily eminent, it having 
been prudently obſerv'd by our Government, 
that the exalting of mean Blood, when nt 


chroughly cleans'd by the Vertue of Deſen,.; 
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's reſented as ſcandalous, if admitted to have room a- 
mongſt Inhericors of Nobility, becauſs Experience 
27u-c5 us that none are more preſumprtuouſly haughty 
or «xorbicancly apt to aſpire, than perſons that riſe 
1 low Originals, they being, for the moſt part, 
ſ» puffe up, in their own eſteem, that they are more 
conceiced of their Merir,than prepared to acknowledge 
that ir can be recompenc'd by Reward or Dignity 3 
which ſhews us, that Pride is very incident to ſuch 
Complexions, when they ought leaſt to be upealy to 
o:hers, by torgetting from what home they came. And 
that all ſubordinare Magiſtracy and Truſt ſhould be 
moſt carefully jaſpetted, whereby no Perſens with us 
ire he'd capable of either, unleſs they paſs the Inquiry 
and Teſt of rneir publick Integrity, which by eminent 
224 approv'd Superviſors commiſhon'd by Royal Au- 
thority to that purpoſe, muſt be authentically fignified 
11d recorded by thzm, provided that ſuch perſons as 
they judge fully qualified, do under chetr Hands and 
$1'5 not only give aſſurance that they will duly execure 
luc! employments of State, but alſo indenture with 
te pu2lick, that in caſe any Corruption or private In- 
tere!t be found in their management detrimental to our 
Government, that they ſhall not only be cenſur'd and 
und {or their exorbicant and avaritious Crimes, bur 
i\xewife ſo many of their Kindred andPoſterity refleCted 
"1, a5 was held nec:{lary by our Magiſtracy, to their 
perpetunl diſgrace and incapacity ot publick imploy- 
net 'utrable tothe nature of their offences 1n every 
reipet ; for which we have an irrevocable Ordinance 
0: State, and occaſionally execured to that purpoſe : 
and ſhould | call it the unfading flower of our Monar- 
CUCal Regiment, you may perhaps,when duly weigh'd 
dy your incelle&t,allow it an Epithite no leſs deſerving. 

The athenian Serator reply'd, That what the Faſſi- 
405 ailedged was in ſubſtance aCtually the ſame 14 
every well conſtiruted Dominion ; where tho all per- 
[as are not requir'd, under the ſevere Teſts he menti- 
21d, 0 render themfelves capable of national Manage» 
mcut 
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ment and Truft : Yet there is no prudent State but jp- 
fits grievous Penalties on Criminals according to they 
demerics, and upon their Poſterity roo, both in the 
forfeiting of Honour, in caſe they were ſo qualitied,and 
likewiſe of their Eſtates ; but not by any ſuch immu. 
table Decree, as could nor be reverſed by the Civil 
Magiſtrate, in mercy ro the Heirs of Offenders . and[ 
ſuppoſe you limit the ſeyeriry you mention, as it may 
be requiſicely abated by compliance or ſubmiſſion of 
men, when under the unhappy circumſtance of having 
ſuch Progenitors, 

The Faſſinedos anſwered, T hat the conſiderable po- 
lIicy of State he mentioned, had been of long time with 
that Equity practiſed in their Aſtreadan Grincipalin, 
that none could find cauſe to blame the means that was 
uſed for publick ſecuri'y, whereby their Nation was in 
a high meaſure preſerved from the malign deſcent of 
Tenents and Crimes, that had ſomerimes intefted their 
Dominion, when the impious poſirions of Anceſtors 
had been roo depravedly inherited by rhe Off ſpricg 
and near Allies to men, who were not only the Patron: 
of ſuch malevolent deeds and maxims, bur likewiſe the 
Propagators of the blood of thoſe that roo propenlely 
inhericed the depravations of Predeceſſors, or thought 
ie for their glory to be Aſſrtors of the ſamePrinciple, 
without duly apprehending the contagion they derived 
from their Predeceſſors, by adhering to the Enormitic: 
of their Tenents and PraGtiſes, that had proved ſo de- 
rrimental to common Tranquility and Prefervation : 
agaioſt which high Inconveniences, our Governmext 
has proviced an ample preyention,as you ſhall ſoon ut 
cerſtand. 

The Grecian Philoſopher, being not a lictle ſarpriſe! 
in expectation of what the Afreadan Migiſtrate intenc- 
ed to deliver, told him, thar he begg'd a Pardon from 
him, if, before he farther proceeded in opening to them 
the great and uſefu} Prudence of their State, 1n pro- 
viding againſt the inheritabie growth of FaCtions in tha! 
Nation, ke took leaye, as a Philoſopher, to exp 
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the rranſcendent Encomium, that he was ready to al- 
low an expedient of thar nature, which he confeſt was 
to be learm: by him ; and far ſurpaſy'd the moſt tee fin'd 
philoſophical norions of. policy that had at any time 
exercis'd the famous Schools of Athens ; none of whole 
exquiſire Ingenuiries or literature had ever been able to 
form aay proper and laſting expedient, whegeby ſound- 
refs might be reftor'd and conterr'd to their body poli- 
tick: Tho very manifeſt it be, that within that famous 
minion, the partialities and diviſions that have by 
teſcent, as it were, proceeded from Father to Son, 
hve a little impaired the Gilory of the Athenian State; 
::d it is too obvious, thar from the Pride of fimilitude, 
or as men generally are addicted tro value the Maxims 
1:d Aﬀtings of their Predeceſſors, they have prov'd no 
{the Off-ſpring of their crimes than blood. Bur to 
t:medy a Contagion that has roo frequently ſuch a per- 
nicious emanation with mankind, muſt needs be noc 
:hly obtained, tho deſerving all commendation it duly 
2:compliſhed : For it in the natural body the hereditary 

iſeaſes of Gouts, Dropſies, and other Diſtempers, 
are lo hardly remedied, how muck more diffcvlr 1s che 
reans of cure, that muſt be applied to the Indiſpoſi- 
ons 0t the Sou], when the tincture of her guiir, trom 
te publick tranſgreſſions of evil Progenitors, is dc-+ 
*n4ently made the crime of poſterity. 

To which the Aftreadan Faſſinedos reply'd, That he 
renced it might be ſome cithculty ro ſuch, who had not 
'pertmented the poſhibility and convyentehcy of rhe 
revention, whereby malevolent tenents and practices 
rere hinder'd from being entail'd on ſucceeding gene- 
ations : And 1t is well known to our Records, how 
ur Nation in former times was peſter'd with factions 
1 many of our eminent Families. ti}] we cur'd the ex- 
"Mtancy of that depending evil ; nothing being more 
Nervadie , as the Philoſopher mention'd, than a 
'onene(s 1n men, out of the obliquity 2nd hanghtireſs 
| their Spirit, or from a vain-glotious dcfire of being 
Yeem'd no leſs _ their Anceſtors, on the 
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account of their poſitions, to patronage the errors of 
their Progenitors, however obnoxious to the publick, 
The Faſſine{os told the Philoſopher,that by what had 
been formerly inſtanced he might eaſily apprehend, 
that before the Ajtreadan Profeſſion of Faith was brought 
to that entire Efficacy already men:1oned, no (mal dit- 
ticulty was encounter'd, in paſt times, to expunge the 
pernicious policicks. 'That many endeavou'd to ar- 
nex to their notions of belief , highly patroniz'd by 
foreign States and Principalities, and (uitably 
ſfended by - the prevalency of ſeveral Prieſthoocs, 
that maJe it their buſineſs to worſhip according: 
lv: Amonna't whom , ſuch as endeavour'd moſt tg 
(ublunate their Hierarchy , were for erecting a $4. 
cerdoral grand-ar , under the denomination of Arch: 
iflarens, with uther ſubordinate Dltocelan gran- 
Jdeurs, which ten!*d to a Monarchical Supremacy 11 
their function : aw theſe were more addicted to hx 21 
Ecclefiattical pretteminence in their Prieſthood, thant) 
allow 1c any political Baſis on the account of the Civ! 
Magiſtrate : Otiers tnere were that annex'd to ther 
bcliet a more popular Conduct, eicher as they heid $3 
nods to elect and fe: apart clerical perſons tor the exct- 
cile and aſſerting of their Worſhip; or were choſendz 
parity of Vote, as the Lay Members of their Coogie 
tion though molt requiſite tor the ſervice of th2217 pet 
twafton . and theie laſt mention d were A:1.r1manarc?- 
cally principled, that 1s to ſay, devoted ro CTovernamen 
by way of a [Repuvlick. In fine, all theſe factions wer! 
ſoon extinguiſh d, the (o much endeaxr'd by their (ev: 
1a] Pric{thoods, atter our Inciviſible Religion had ! 
ſufficicarly explain'd, Notwithſtading all woic 
ſuch perſons as had no hope to perplex+ the peripicur 


0! 07 devotional belicf, were notwithſtanding high] 
indult: ions, heretofore, ro convey ſuca political Te 
ne.its as were Very detrimental ta our ciyiiCovernme: 
either as they had obtruded and diſpers'd poſitions, t! 
fha:ments of their hrain, that tended to a factious con 
mix: ure of Ariſtocracy and Demecracy, with the Roy 
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1x of our Morarch, for which they were term'd by 
© 5 mungrel, or pied Politicians, as was already men- 

tioned ; or actually caus'd, on the acc: unt of their Te- 
'E renes, Commotions and Rebellions, within our Aftrea- 
© ir Dominion. Wheretore to ſatishe your defire, by 
acquainting you in what manner the Prudence of our 
Frace, not only obviated and prevented the deftgas of 
ſuch Members within our No'rion, that in paſt ages had 
cauſed dangerous Revolutions and Convulſtons ja our 
cvil Crovernment, together with a vait expence of 
BE Blocd and Treaſure, but alſo eſtabliſhed our Monar- 
cical Rule and Cireatneſs 1n the purity that it now in- 
ws: It will be neceffary th 2r 1 ainply declare, as 
rrecedently inſtzaced, the method taken by our Go- 
.MWvcrament,nor only ro punith the crimes of Malefattors, 
{bur alſo ro convey ſuch Animarlverfions and Diſgraces 
Wo their Polteriries, that were highly uſeful in refc- 
\Mrence to the INfue* and neareſt Allies of thoſe Perſons, 

who by a jult and fignal Infamy were deterred trom 
continuing the Enormities of their Fore-fathers. * Ic þ 
MI tavitig proved of uſetu} experience, withia our Domi- * % 
dion, that the ſhave of deſcending Ignomy has effefted 
fore amucadment on the opinions 1nd perſons of men ; 
Yoherwilte roo prone to encear, if not vindicate, the 
i} \Maxims and Oppoſirions of their Progenitors, however þ 

Ciimental co our buy politick, than the moſt tevere [4 
MWexecution of Laws 3; which, as they had but a perſonal 
ſexier, and conſequently fo terminated, their Diſgraces 
22d Punithmencs on Delinquears, cid little abate the 
236le inclinations of men to value themiclves by atta'n- 
0g popularity from their 'redeceſiors,tho ia Principle as 


+ J 
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abc as they could derive from them, From which ſource [ 
'f of evil, it was heretofore uſual with us, that mea took | 
4-790 them, not only to uphold the Fattion of their ;* 

'ear Relations, bur likewiſe to condemn our (3overn- + 


(cor, for exaCting ſuch due Infliftions as were pecefiz- ib 
nM'i!y executed on tuch Offenders, 4 - 
I canteis, ſaid the Athenian Senator, that this cxp+ 
ent, it made pradtica) as you alledge, docs far tu pats 
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all the proviſions that our wiſeſt G»2czan Law-maker 
have yer compoſed 11 their moſt elaborate legal Con- 
ftimutions, whereby they would render an exa@ inte 
gricy ot [Rule and OQb-dience: but could never foreſee, 
by any uſeful prevention, how deſcending animofities, 
and exorbicant opinions and factions toe apt, as you 
have well expreſlcd, ro be indulg'd by the inclinations 
of men, who in hope of vulgar applauſe, or to improve 
the merit of their oſtenration, together with thel nrereſ} 
they deſigned, in being eſteemed fucceſÞvely Patrons by 
aſimulating the Maxims of cheir Predeceſſors, migh: 
be legally prevented by any ſuch compendious inftitur 
04) 45 you {een to demonſtrate; enough to conjureth 
Spiric of Solon, or Lycurgus, to paſs by miracle fron 
t* other world to be your Auditors, and return the won- 
der of your Aſtreadan Republick ro be contemplated by 
a Senate in the Elizium Abodes, where the Souls of 
wiſe(t Legiſlators are ſupreamlv reſident ; fince whit 
you offer does far exceed the beſt proſpect of theirLauj 
and Politicks. Wherefore not to delay my earnelt & 
fire to be thoroughly informed, be pleaſed to wake our 
expectation ſo happy, as to declare the particulars & 
the emraordinary State invention, that has giyen to 
your Aſtree4an Nlonarchy the eminent Tranquility a 
Happineſs ic now enjoys, 

The Athenizn Magiſtrate having thus delivered hs 
ſentiment, the A/?r:24an Faſſinedor, with a grave cony 
porement and audible voice, declared unto them, t 
the method whereby the prudence of their Monarchicy 
Regimen: had obviated deſcendi:zg corruptions in the! 
bodÞpolitick, had reſulted trom the pertinent reflect 
ons that were canſticuted to clear their Nation fro 
imbibing the malign poſitions and enotmities of thez 
neareſt Allies ard Progenitors : which merhod wis 
briefly in this manaer ; It by any notorious opinion, 0 


fa openly avowed or publiſhed, our Governme:ty 


was maligned or debaſed,to the diſturbance of our con 
mon Peace ; not only ſuch Offenders were cenlured 


and punithed ſuitable to their Trai;ſgrefſions, but ther 
x Poſterty 
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Poſterity and neareſt Conſanguinities were to receive a 
viſivle diſgrace, during the pleaſure of our ſupream Ma- 
-| giſtrare, or cill rhey ſatisfactorily renounced the perni- 
oM cious Fats ard Tenents of their moſt confiderable Al- 
Bl lies and Predecefſors ; to which purpoſe we had, and is 
ul ver extant, ſhould occaſion require, a ſolemn Court of 
SE Renunciation, before whoſe Tribunal every Delin- 
quent, char was permitted to have Lite or Eſtate with- 
n our Dominion, was called ro that purpoſe, as alfo 
JE the Heirs and Kindred of ſuch perſons, were on their 
' knees ro manifeſt their abhorrence of fuchT rantgrefſors; 
2nd this ro be performed every year, ſuitable to the 
nacure of their crimes,ſo long as by the civil Magiſtrare 
it ſhould be thought neceſſary, or until they had 
throughly purged themſelves by ſubſequzne meri: to 
the publick. If any refuſed co undergo this method of 
Purgation, they were not onty render'd uncapable of 
Imployment in our Principality, but to be proſecuted 
35 Qutlawries, or baniſhed from the compaſs of ou 

civil Dominion, wich all imaginable infamy. 
Nocwi:hſtanding all which, continued the Faſſinedvy, 
11 ſome caſes even where offznces were highly capital, 
our Czovernment has rarner thoughe fic to impreſs a vi- 
{ble diſgrace on the perſons of men, than to rerminate 
their Lives by lega! ex-cution, as a more notorious and 
tranſcendent caution to their Poſterity : ro which end 
luch Malefa&tors were obliged to wear inſculp:ions, in 
WY Plates of Steel on their Veſts, during their Lives, that 
Y:nplyed their offence, together with the Letter R 
"© >roxdly figured, that ſignified they renounced their De- 
I:nquencies;the wiſdom of ourState holding it more con- 
ducing to publick advantage, to ſuffer ſome Qffenders 
tO live with Jong Reproach, than to be ended by the 
ludden a& of Execucian: Like the ſtory of the man, 
v10 choſe rather to give his Dog a living ill name,than 
mmediately to commit him to a Halter, and by this 
aethod we not only expoled, to every obſervation and 
lure, the ignomineous reflexion thought fir to be dit- 
led by the ſupream Magiſtrate, ig reference to the 
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quality of principles and aCtual guile emergent from 
ſuch grand enormities ; bur ikewife conveyed a politi. 
cal cautio, even amongit the neare{t drgrees of Blood, 
and alijance of F:m:lies, rov propenie otherwiſe to 
have traditionally imbibud end aflerred the Tenents of 
their Relation; and Ifredecrflors, on the ſame tempra- 
tious account of Ambicion or Popularity ; the growth 
of which (preading Exor%:tancies, rogecher wich the 
pernicious Intereſt defigned thereby , was con: ignly 
d(repated and hinans! by theſe uſetul 13fl:Gtions and 
apprehcnfion of ſabſcquen* ditgrace 3 infomach that 
Families gave a Check to themic'ves, vy not embracing 
the obaox10us poſitions of the.r Allies or Pa;<nrs, who 
uſually commic the moft cv fiderable and prinary 
rruſt ce their ne« et Corſinguinities and [Kelatiors,and 
were, in no {1:3!] meaſure, confiderably watichtu!, ine 
ſtead of being partners in contpiiacy, leſt cheir alliances 
ſhould involve them in publick diſgrace ; which proved 
a very effectual means of peace ard 1ecutity within our 
Nation, far above tie obl:gins the Allegiance of men 
by the engagement of'an Oatn, however fignificant!y 
intended, to aſceitain their duty : Ir being notorioully 
known thar where Subjects are faCtiouſly principled, 
or antipathis'd to the rule they are under,tizat they vill 
have their Evaſions, Cavils, and racite Reſervations, 
thotied co the performance of their duty by the ſtrong» 
e[t knot the Law can procuce inthe torm of ſwearing: 
and who can doubt that ſuch perſons will not much ra. 
ther venture the abuſing of their Conlſcierce, as for 
their haughty ends, and oblique intereſts they fayour 
their opinions and praCtices, or as they natura[ly inclict 
to patronize the [&eputation of their Alliances, cor 
center with the Enor:mities 0: their Families and Fir 
dred, dy owning of the ſame ſiniſter deſigns and renent*, 
than to undergo a viſible Reproach, that implies Shame 
to themſelves and Cearcit Relations; and no way tob* 
prevented by interceſlion,or the higheſt application that 
Money can advance. Avd ſuch was the conſtant Re- 
gard and Circumipection of our Goverament, whereby 
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the depraved politicks of men received the uſcſu] inflt- 
£j0::5 | have here noted, which in future time produ- 
ed rhe integrity that hath rendered our Monarchy great 
and proſperous. 

'T1s not to be thought, replied the Athenian Magiſtrate, 
trat any legitimate Ciubernation (hould be deſtitute of 
right, in order to diicountenance and prevent ſuch 
ane-politicel deecs and practices, as are detrimental to 
vil Obedience and pubiick Tranquility. And I do 
likewiſe rezd1ily condeſcend, that 1t the Prudence in+ 
cumbent on humane rule be jue:ciouſly and timely aps 
rlied, that it ray futhctentiy operare by allaying or 
extinauithing wich maladies of State that are too pronely 
emergent, and have rot ſe!dom a contagious tranſition 
25s they are ſucceſhyely endeared ard patronized by near- 
elt Conſanguinicies ; tnfomuch that 1t has been thought 
rather 4 reputation vindicated to adhere to ſuch maxims, 
as have tarnted the Blood of neareſt Relations, than 


for their Offsprivg to maiitte!! ty deeds, that they re 


in ſoul ſeparated trom the evil opinions and fats o 
their Alliarces 3; trom whence 1t ©ften comes to paſs, as 
1s manileſt ro experience, rtha* within the Boſom of che 
boy politick are contaired fo mary Hereditary Re« 
beis and I raitors. And tho I much value your Aſire+ 
alan expedien?, yer I cainor bur jucge that It 1s ſome= 
thing (cyere 3 conſidering that it reficfts on perſons who 
way not have ceſerved it from the guilt of any overt- 
act. Ir being very peflible chat many allicd to fuch Cri- 
nnals, did not efpoule the defiruttive prevarication of 
their 4 enents and Offcrices: on which grourd | fup- 
pote, there might encrrate partialities ard diviſions a» 
mo:&ft you, however torme: ly ſuppreſſed, by excjuding 
ac will of your ſupreat Magiſtracy, fo many confide- 
r:vle ot your people trom being capable of any National 
1ruſt or Imployment, as allo to bear the figures of 
puviick diſgrace, viſible on cheir pertons, for no other 
realon, but becauſe they were th: RKeirs or Alliances of 
evi] men, until your State was perfectly ſatisfied of their 
future Fidelity. And I allure you, it you anſwer this 
ObjcRion 
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Objection, I ſha!l readily embrac* your Countrys Ex. 
pedient; as the molt proper care that could be applied 
to rectifte the Principles of a corrupt or degenerare 
People. 

True it is, replied the Fzſfinedos, that the Expedient 
was ſomething diſguſted at firſt, tho not ſo conſiderably 
as to hinder the conventency of jts operation; like men 
whoſe Pallates ſeem averſe to the beſt of Phyfick, until 
their rempers are aptly diſpeled to value the Remedy, 
If other Principalicies have fell ſhort of our merhods in 
ſecuring publick Obedience, cicher as rhey were ſatisfied 
by a curſoryOath of Allegiance occaſionally adminiſtred, 
oftner (worn than conſctonably remembred, and ſub- 
mitred ro as 1t ought ; the trite and frequent abuſe 
by which perverſe Su*j:&ts coo often mingled their ta- 
cite Relervatious and Falacies, contrary to the genuine 
ſenſe of the ſolemn Afleveration they h3d made betore 
the Eyes of Heaven and man; a ſophiſtry of ſwearing, 
very incident to the Nature of ſome People, whereby 
their Conſciences ſtood prepared, it occaſion required, 
to eject a precedent Oath, tha: they might yield room 
eo anorher, in oppoſition to their former, whenſoever 
a Change in State was promored and welcomed by them: 
which ſuperlative evil the wiſdom of our conſtituted 
Rule has ir no ſmall dezree prevented, as it does im» 
pede the deſcending malady of pernicious Tenents and 
Oppoſitions, that by a dangerous commixture have at 
any time diſturbed the due Repoſe of our Nation; 
And what man can be fo froward an Opiniator, as to 
eſteem it no requiſite proviſion, if to overawe and dif- 
grace the Impetuous tranlattions of precedentOffenders, 
ſuch ourward reproach ſhoul4 be inflicted on theirIfues 
and near Aihnities, that might viſtoly deter ſucceeding 
Crenerations from inheriting the Tranſgreflions of their 
Predecetſors: and .t the letter R fignalized on their 
Habits, ſhall ocularly imply, as I formerly expreſſed, 
the Renunciation of che Enormities of their Families, 
it may well deſerve to be fo repreſented : and doubtleſs 
the fear of perſonal Shame, that bears a publick me 
mark, 
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mark, when applied to the a'liances and heirs of wick- 

ed Conſanguinities, has affefted more, as has been ful 
ly experienc' by us, than could be accompliſh'd by the 
internal obligation of the Soul ; men being far more in- 
clin'd to avoid the detriment and ignominies of their 
perſons, than to preſerve the integrity of their Allegi- 

aac”, tho ſtritly oblig'd by the ſolemnity of an Oath, 
And whereas you tzem'd to apprehend that the nee 
celfary correct:on, in the method of our State, of ob» 
liquittes in the body politick, as it reflefted on the per- 
(onal crimes ot original tranſgretſions, in order to purge 
3nd vilife their emanation, 1n reference to their Allies 
and Succellors, might irritate and encreaſe the ſpread- 
ing of Factions, Repinings and Tenenrs within ,our 
Soveraignty : It was ſoon experimented by the diligence 
of our c'Vil gubernat ion, that rhe contagion of evil | 
renen:s, partialicies and fidings amongſt us, were L 
that means, in a few years, totally extinguiſh'd, as to . 
any prejudicial encreaſe or growth,, that could any 
ways redound from their contrivances, neither was iC 
neceſſary for the Prudence ofour Ciovernment to infli& 
the animadverſion and cenſure, I have inſt anced on ma» 
ny perſons of Men, Families, or R-lations, it being 
well diicerned by our Monarchs, that the eminent of 
Blood and Alliances, are the moſt conſidera ble Patro- 
nizers of ſuch enormous Principles an4 deſigns, as by 
thetr tendency and overt-aCcts moft cargeroufly operate 
againſt common repoſe and ſafety ; and chis you were 
pleaſed to concede, as an evident inconvenience in your 
Athenian Republick, where the ſupreain i1 repute, ac- 
cording to your acknowledgment, had perniciouſly al- 
lur'd the fatious compliance of ſubordinate Tnrtereſts ; 
and I doubr not, faid the Faſſinedos, bur the effects are 
the ſ:me in all Dominions. And thus you may perceive, 
how ftgniticanrly the merhod of cur cure, tending to 
our body politick, was adapted to ſuch eflentials witkin 
our Civil Rule, who by their depraved Examples, Poſi- 
tions and Facts,together with their ſpecious and gawdy 
dcligns, were moſt fignally capacited ro ſeduce the diſo- 
| bedience 
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ebedience of others. Nor is any thing more obvious? 
than that tte dangerous and exorbitant Gluides are 
tew, tho nor tc!domn compoſed of Grrandees in Parts, 
Titie, and Deſcent, that ſway the moſt popular com- 
pliance: from whence it proceeds, that perverſe and 
common miſtakes, when malitioully and eminently dif- 
fus'd, have ſubverted more Principalities and States, 
than any erroneous, corrupt, or tyrannical conduct that 
could be attributed to the Irregularities, or Fatlings of 
© the Soveraign Ruler. How valn is then the human 

endeavour, that, in ſuch a perplexed condition of the 
body politick, when poſitions are countenanced and di- 
vulged, that are antipathis'd ro the ſoundneſs of its cons 
ſtitution, would exp:& an amendment trom the ſuppli- 
ment of Laws or Integrity, redounding from the admi- 
niſtracion of ſubordinate Magiſtracy ; whilſt nor only 
the belt legal eftab'iſhments that can be enaRted, ina 
deprav'&condition of a People, will find a refractory or 
dilpurable reception, either as they ſuit not with the 
various complexion of Oppolers, or as the Magiſtracy 
is diſregarded in their execution : Wherce it uſually en- 
ſues, that Subje&ts, when perverſly animated and (way'd 
by the diſtemper of political notions, 'are never at ale 
with the rule they ought to obcy,. or laws they are 
under, how numerous ſoever appars their Catalogue; 
and no leſs unſatished in their expectation when heir 
ſumm is encreas'd ; nothing being more certain than 
that che genuine content and integrity of a people mult 
ariſz from rhe improvement and ſtedtaſtneſs of their 
princtples, rather than from the enlargement and com- 
pulſion of legal eſtabliſhments. 

And this was judiciouſly perceiv'd by the diſcreet pre- 
vention us'd bv our government, in order to obv1ate 
the ſpreading difſenraneous problems amongſt our 4- 
ſireadan Natives; which being found too littgiouſly 1n- 
rricace, ana faCtiouſly involy'd, to be comprimiz'd by 
any reaſorable application or conviction, there could 
be no expedient (o notably advantageous as the conſer- 
ricg outward reproach aud ignominy on the evil te- 
negtes 
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nents of per ſons,1nd dignify ing the ſoundneſs and practi- 
cal ob<diex.ce approv'd in the conformity of the Judg- 
ments of others; and thus by the judicions deſert of 
ſome, and tie political pennance, | betore expreſs'd, 
requiſitely inflicted on others ; the prevaricacing noti- 
ons of men in oppoſition to our Rule, were gradually 
extirpated, notwithſtanding that they had precedenrly 
far infizuated and corruptly diſpos'd and intereſted de- 
ftructive antmoſities within the compats of our Nation ; 
either as they uncouthly mix'd our Monarchical with 
the conceited minyle- of popular Regiment ; cr adher'd 
tothe wild rotion of original contratt , belcre contfured 
berwixt King and Subjedts, unc] fucih mungre] Politicians, 
and Tenents, being to their outward ſhame exetnplarily 
diſcountcnanced, our People had in ail their degrees re- 
covered a commodious and entire duty, both 1n their 


op:nion and ferhnv (hon to ſuprea!n Authority 3 fron 


whence 1t came to pais, that whereas our publhck Couns 
fels and Senates, when heretofore conven c, ad been 
uneaſy, and paſtonarcly avidifcted to quarrel with their 
Mourarch, by rct!: &1r7 on is Goverrn:cnt and the Cons 
dut of his Miniſters, when the crime of the Impe-ch- 
ment was rather in tiemſelves: or by requiring fuch 
Liivs as would {oantaltze his Scepter. it by it tcuch'd ; 
and when refu-', lis power ob{trucied cr inipaired by 
wanting the cue Nouuriſhment it ovohit co have received 
by their compliance, if nor endanger d by a mo © 1;gnal 
Caraſtrophc: Y:t even thee high wnconveniencies, and 
defirvttive averrans; mn Our Stare, received a happy 
redretz by the method I have brictly rezared, 

I reacly : weicdoe, reply, d the Gretzjun Senztor, 
that hr atues wed by vour 4ftreadan Sover:mgntygin 
Tderto avert and hinder the progrefiion and aftimulatt. 
(t evi portions and ateempte, as thicy migiit orherwiſe 
Glate ard be rrantm tted to Potterity, to the perpetual 
diquier of your commendals'e Covernment were Pru- 
deritly apphed : and I c.:nnot but grant, with you, thac, 
| it not Cauti» 
ouily prevented, are tyo priuncly increated 1n the per» 
ſors 
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ſons of ſuch as ſpring from refraftory and diſobediert 
Predecellors ; nothing beirg more obſervable than that 
erroneous humanity, 15 rather inclined ro atſerr and vin. 
dicate the impions Miſdemeaners of their Allies and 
Progenitors, than ſubmiſſively to concede the evil of 
cheir Tranſgrefſions 

And 1 am fo far from cenſuring the proceeding of your 
State, in the mechod you declare, that if a broader 
token of Renunciation, than the Letter R, 1n reference 
ro the Iſſues and Conſanguinities of ſuch Criminals, were 
viſibly expanded on the Garments rhey wore, I ſhould 
judge it a very ulcfn! and exemplary caurion to the ohe- 
dience of others,as 1t fignally relates to the honar of their 
Families and Deſcent. Wheretore this grand expedient 
of your Affreadan Government, does not only ſurpaſs the 
many endeavors of the wiſeſt of our Grecian Legillators, 
who applied rhe beſt of heir Learning and Experience 
to erect and inodel ſuch a conſticured body politick, as 
might ſutfciently depreſs the corruption of Tenents and 
practices cf men, but may be properly a!lowed, for irs 
excellent rariry, the Phoenix of civil Regiment ; and 
doubtleſs whenloever its perfettion ſhall be duly confi- 
dered, and aQually exerciſed by other Nations, it will 
reccive a ſuicable eſtimate, 

The Gracian Philoſopher, having duly obferv'd what 
his Atociarte and Countryman, the Aiheman Magiſirate, 
ha.l before utrerred to the 4/treadan Faſſmedor, declared 
to *em both, thar he tu'ly concentered , with their judg- 
ments, in approvinz of the expedient they had precc- 
dently diſculled ; adding withal, for its higher 11uftras 
tion and Prajſe, that it might weil have defer: ed the 
acurate eſteem and approbation of Plato and Arritotle, 
had chey been preſent at the opening of this uſcfu! polt- 
cy of State ; which tho not verbally found in them, or 
in the erudite writin2s of others renowned in Philoſo- 
phical (cience, toperher with their learned Precepts, 
whercby the higheſt Integriry might be accompliſhed 
in humane Cjoverntaent : Yet does it eſſentially flow 


from their DiRaces, if conſidered, in general, how. the? 
imployed 
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imployed their learned pens, by endeavoring to prevent 
the emanation of popular maladies and faction ; which 
could have no conſiderable diftuſhon, but az they origi- 
nally proceeded and were tupported by perſons of digni- 
ty and influence in thcir Nation. And what reafon can 
oueſtion, that the giving a diſrepute ro the enormous 
principles and crimes of ſuch as would otherwiſe convey 
1 derivative evil co their Conſanguiniries ard Iflues, is 
not a commendable policy ; Men being roo propenſely 
diſpoſed and intereſted in adhering to the crimes of their 
neareſt Kindred and Acquainiance. Eſpecially it tempt= 
& by the ſame hopes of popular ends and advantage. 
For as it is nacurally true, that humane prevarications 
ave a near degree of familiarity in the relation; of blood, 
ſo 'ris no lefs obſervable that the ungovernable aftections 
md appetites of mankind, have a like timilicude and 
propagation in the Alliances and Deſcent of Perſons : 
Nor 1s any thing more manifeft, thai that the moſt per- 
nitious attempts againſt Principalitics and States have 
proceeded from the Conſpirations and Facts ot Heredt- 
turv Traitors. 

Wherefore tho I commend your Jacter expedi. nt, no 
(ei than your former relating to divine worſÞ:p, where- 
»y you declare, that you have with good cttcct {upprefe 
ſed difunton of principlcs within your Nation, to the re- 
proach and extirparion of factigus anuiot:irics and inte- 
reſts, thar rended to the dilcompoſure and ſubverſion 
o: your Aftreadun Monarchy : NY et have 1 not heard as 1 
expccted from youu, licw Judgc: of ! r!hutats Advocates, 
andileaders at Bar,hchaved them) ves in 51:05 of {hrott- 
eſt Trial and Occurrences of S's © b: turc arrived to 
tat national integrity, which as 1-47 comm on happinets 
ou ha+e ſince acquired. We! Known IG 13Y Obicrvd- 
tin, concluded the Philoſopher, how men ot that pro- 
tcluon, nutwirhſtanling the gravity of rhicir Role, have 
Xcn co00 flexible in varying of hour doaletts fuitable to 
tempered ſcaſans, and uſurpations vi ihe civil power :; 
Wether it be that the political fond ct Laws, tho jr 
-ug'tt tobe of right the far nobles and requiſite pare 
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vf their ſcience, 15 r09 curſorily inſpected, or neglected | j, 
by them in the volumes they read, but crudely diſpeſt,} 
inſtead of diſcerning what many erudite Philoſophers} g 
have written on that ſubject: Or thar the mechanic! 


p 2 » . no 
part of their profeſſion, in reference to their Sallerics and mi 
Fees, be more greedily their diligence and application, 


in whatſoever diverſity ard revolution of Rule, than af ;, 
firm adheren:e to the Baſis of their legitimate Govern-| R 
ment : lr being often ob ervable, that amrcngſt many of 


this lirtigious fort of Gown-mev, the ob 1quity of their By 
pleading and judiciary determinations, have never been} -;. 
more profitably advantaged, than when they have fitred 

theByaſs of their Tongves to the wrong ſide of theLaw.þ 


Andl remember,chatÞ tive heard of: ol! av:iritious dds aff 
vacate ſomewhere, who compliment-d an T1va lor of 1 


ow +205 © of 
legitimate Throne, by telling him thar he 2pyrchendedſ 6, 
* 1 ; - Fu . i . TE . 
he ſhould have ſurvived the Law, betore ins arrival Þ 5, 
when in f:&t, he lived to ſee irs political deach by rhe pe: 
mcans that he had imptonlly app.auded. _ 
The Aﬀrerdan Zaſſineans, 1n compliance to the ration ae 


of the Philoſopher, to!d him rogerher with the Atherf.cn þli 
Magiſtrate, that he crav'd p:rdon of them borh for bÞ ,. 
omitting of tne due Recrimination and con'ure thar ha! 
been applicd in that Dominion, as a pertinen: contulne! 
and chtitemenc of the abuſes of the Law which nf gs 
rimes paſt, by the prepoſterous and irregular devintior! 
ot ſome exorbitant perſons ofthar Robe, tho otherivil ſp, 
of commenda>ic profictency, had hen depraveil to 4h: pg, 
nous guilt, and perpetual difrepute to their voca"ion:N az; 
nor only as they openly abdicated che main fond of poll | 
licy on which the cement and heing of our tovernon og 
Ruic entirely conſiſted ; but as rhey 1ikewiſe cn leayore? 
ro evade, and rend-r ineffectual the ſtarured Props and 
Records that mot frmly ſuſtained the ftrufture of on: piy 
body politick ; from whence it entued,chat am- neſt t!s 
fort of Gown-men vere found peſt terous Complicrs 46 


Adherents 'o any Revolution of State thar was tuccen NY qe 
fully produced. And thus Reb-1itons and Ulurpation,1F 1; 
for:ner time: roo frequent with us, had clicir rugged 0" EY vs 
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fations, in whatſoever ſhape or figure, more colorabl 
{mooth'd, as Renagadoes of this worthy profeſſion, fill'd ** 
Rooms at Bars and Tribunals. Where finding that 
notwithſtanding the deplorable change of State, and 
miſeries of their tellow Subjects, they would be of ne- 
ceſlicy beneficially imployed as Pleaders in behalf of 
their Clients ; not only in relation to their ordina 
Rights, but alſo as Plaintiffs and Defendants in ſuch Li- 
tigations and T ryals, that internal diſturbance and vio- 
lence had perniciouſly intruded to the advantage of ava- ,” 
ritious and time-ſerving Advocates; \ 

AndI affure you, continued the Faſſinedos, that "tis * 
manifeſt from former compuration, that no ſeaſon has 
afforded a more impious and plentiful gain to the Purſe 
of diſloyal Pleaders, than when Apoſtates of thar fci- 
ence have plac'd their exaltation or thriving on the rm- 
ine of the Law. Nor is it co be imagin'd chat the Uſur- 
pers of Dominion will be defeCtive to their neceflary 
varniſh in not conferring reward on the Talents of ſuch 
a5 can beſt palliate the bitter Reflexions of legal! Efta- 
bliſhments, or attempt to baffle their validity if quoted 
on the part of the rightful Throne. | 

All which, ſaid the Faſſinedos, to the Philoſopher, 
was in ſubſtance deliver'd in your precedent diſcourſe. 
And as for Condemnations and Puniſhments, which 
you defir'd ro underſtand,that were heretofore conferred 
by our prudent CJubernation on the delinquencies of thar 
_ the judiciary infliftions were in this manner or« 

ained. 

It any of that ſcience had capitally and treaſonably 
offended,as they own'd the parts of Adyocatesor Judges, 
under any uſurped Power or Scepter, ſome of the moſt 
notorious, or ſuch as were deem'd moſt knowingly Ter» 
giverſators and Betrayers of the Law they were obliged 
to defend, ſuffer'd death ſuitable ro their demerits. 

Others, tho as grand Offenders, were cc their living 
ſhame repricved from dying by the hand of an Execu-- 
ttoner ; bur fo, as that they were in e fhigy repreſented 
hanging in their Gowns, os abnNory 0h a Gallows; 
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And thus to their laſting diſgrace, were their figures 
expoſed to view, in che largelt Appartments and Halls 
of their Soeicty ; that their crimes, by theſe viſible 
memorials, might occaſion a more frequent deteſtation 
in theEyes of old and young,a ppertaining to that ſcience 
Beſides all which, there was an irrevocable command 
ordained by our government, that together with the fre- 
quent Readings on Law, to pertorm which ſome learned 
Profeſſors were appointed for the inſtrution of Youth, 
there ſhould be appoſice ſtatutes conſtantly explained, 
1 that moſt palpably expanded the ſubverſion of Law by 
& the ante-judiciary proceedings of ſuch execrable gown'd 
ranſgreflors. Which uſeful determination and irfli- 
ions, in time paſt, after a wonderful Reſtauration of 
our Monarchy, and that by its illuſtrious ſhining forth, 
ehe monſtrous Cloud of foregoing vſurpation was total- 
ly dilpers'd * I do not find, ſaid the Faſſinedss, that de- 
linquencies of this nature were ever recorded within our 
dominion ; nor only as the hope of any future violent 
intruſion into our legitirmate Throne, was totally fru- 
ſtrated in the unjuſt ſupport it could expe or allure 
from the compliance of enormous Tribunals ; bur alſo 
as the political part of our Government was cleanſed 
from that abſurd and obnoxious commixture, which 
cavalling Tongues, in behalt of cheic faftious Clients, 
had precedently made the noiſe and diſturbance of Bars, 
8nd Scats of Judgment, . 

The Athenian Senator and Philoſopher, aſſured the 
+ een that he had ſufficiently declared the —_— 
refleftions and puniſhments which effc&ed that ſound- 
nels in the Aſire:dan Soveraignty it now ſo proſperoully 
injoyed ; and might bz of exemplary benefit to other 
States and Principalities, whereby they might oblirerate 
ſedirious Tenents andPrinciples out of theSubjects heart: 
Nothing now remaining to their farther information, if 
he pleaſed (o far cogratifie their defire, bur to acquaint 
them with the manner of their Policy and Conduct in 
war ; which they doubred not would deſerve their com- 
mendarion no leſs than what he had expreſſed, as con- 
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ducing to the civil eſtabliſhments of his Nation, 


To which Requeſt of theirs, the Faſſinedos, with . 


becoming gravity, replied, that war was a violence ſo 
dreadfully antipathiz'd ro humane ſociety and coaſerva- 
tion, that as it was generally applied, it vaſtly compli- 
cuted all humane miferies: for wha: can be more de- 
plorably unjuſt chan when the. ſtronger without other 
provocation,endeavors to ſubjugate the weaker in power, 
And it che motives of war throughout the univerſe were 
duly examined, it would ſoon be found thac elate Am- 
bition, and bonndlefs defire of enlarging injurious Do 
minion, is the main -inſtigator of that impious fury that 
boils in the veins of reſtlets Staces and Frinces. As if 
Providence, that had beftowed the worlds vaſt recep- 
tioa for the benefit and repoſe of mankind, were of roo 
narrow a ſpace to confine the aſpiriags of warring Sove- 
raignties, Whereas if bur duly contemplated, and ſur- 
veyed by them, the Map in which is delineated. the 
mighty extenſion of rhe earthly element ; they could not 
but obſcrve the void and unpeopled Regions that are con 
rained in 1ts circumference : how glorious an ambition 
were it next for worldly Potencates, if inftead of op- 
preſſing the right of Neighbor Nations,they unanimouſly 
reprieved from the calamities and 1anguine defiruttiors 
bv war, ſuch exuberance numbers of theic People tat 
might tquietly 1njoy and cultivate a many defolat= 
Climcs, that would afford all neceſliry tercility when 
{5 poſſ-fled, Wohar national Confederacics, like theſe, 
could uſetully oblige the ſouls of Princes and Subjects ; 
thould they diſembogue their Countries of too exceſlive 
encreaſe of their people, in removing of them to ſoils 
that want Inhabitants, inſtead of diminiſhing of their 
number by leading of them to dye, or poſl-(s bloody; 
2cquiſitlons by the opprethve Sward of Conquett. And 
!h's has been not oniy the cenſtant ſentimene of ' our 
4(tretdan Ciovernmene, but practicably uſed to the 
Honor and Advantage of our Natives. 
\. The learned Philoſopher affur'd the FaMredos, that 
ie had communicated a notion of policy more. hergic in 
[| 
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Ti:emry, than had been diſcuſſed by the accurate Pens 
and Literature of Schools; bur conceived, that like the 
tctin'd definition and requiſites of Verrue, it was more 
purely e{tunable in the value ot its Idea, than aRually 
practical with humane kind. And tho it be obvious to 
every apprehenſion, that nothing but univerſal] equity 
can reſtrain the arbitrary conduct of ſuch as moſt pre- 
dominantly co:nmmand or allure the ſubordinate. compli. 
ance and force of men: Yet ſhould the expedient he 
mentioned be fo far admitted, by the general conſent of 
ſuprcam Yorentates; and that the vacant parts of the 
Earth, inſtead of forcing aggreſſions on neighbor Do- 
intons, were to be divided amongſt them : would they 
ree themſclves trom Conteſts and Quarrels by Arms, by 
duly accepting of their proportions and dividends ? Cer- 
tain'y no more than they do now acquielce in the ſole 
poliriſing ot wu hat chey oughe to injoy. Which, howe- 
ver great, is far too little, if compared with the extent 
of treir Ambicion; nor will it be exported by their 
Wills, farther trom hoire than the next adjacent ſoil, if 
advantageouſly contiguous ro the enlargement of their 
power, Ncicher 15 this Intelicity always conveyed from 
the facile eempration that the ſtrong 10 arms have to 
ſu'Gue the weaker , or from the prodigality or Juxuty 
ot worldly Rulers: whilſt jn ſome ſituations of nan- 
kind, the exigencies of nature ſrem to create martial 
Agoreflors, And thus the cold and barren Climes, too 
trequen:ly filled with more Inhabitants than they can 
co:mmodioufly fuſtzin, are by the violent alarums of 
want, ſummoned to lead forth, and martially vent theit 
People in the next adjacent Region, if more fruittu] 
than thei: own. [ut had chis recefſity no being with 
humanity, there would norw ithſtanding, on every ac: 
count, be. four a natural in{tin@ in the ſoul of man 'o 
force Superioticy 3 nor Is it to be diſcerned, that Nature 
has beſtowed on him a more temperate Appetite to pre- 
gominency over his k:nd,than the creatures he ſubjuga%s 
execute in theirs: but with this differeace,thar the Jaſt d:- 


vour the Animals tiey deſtroy; and men,unleſs ſuch who 
ae 
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are Caniba!s, only kill one another by ſeveral methods, 
as either Weapons, Famine, Fire, Earth, Air or Was 
cer, may Contribure ro that end. And could the mo» | 
tives I have here alledged, be waved by mankind, wouid 
chey not judge that roo many of them, tho not by n&#/ 
cethty eaforc'd co be violent diſturbers of themſclves af* 


o:hers, quietly lived, and that the boſom of t heir Coun- 
try was not ſufficient to yield convenient repoſe to ther 
perſons, as their numbers encreaſed, to the ſtraitning of | 
their being and ſubliſtence : As alſo that they could not 
remove the inconvenience without expoſing to forcible 
deſtruction ſome part of the whole, that the remainder 
might more commodiouſly ſurvive; fo that Providence 
ſeems, in a manner, permiſhively to dilcompoſe the ſe- |; 
date felicity that by rational accord men might otherwitr 
poſſeſs; and thus they appear no le(s the contrivers of 
their own deſtruftion, by the violent fate ot war, than 
at other ſeaſons the fury of malignant diſeaſes compels to 
Graves no leſs a multitude 3 nor does the rage of Arms, 
otherwile than 1n courie, ſcem to have a reciprocal pro- 
greſpn with not a few obnoxious diſtempers, incident 
to humane Nature. All which are fully reſembled in the * 
remper and diſpoſition of the ſubordinate creature; whole 
number, were they not impaired for the nouriſhment | 
and ule of mankind, and alſo leflened in their ſum by {j 
accidental iafirmities and periods of life, rogether with 
the deſtruction they make 1n preying on the bodies of 
one anather, there would not be room, within the com- 
paſs of the habitable world, to give their individuals 
ſuſtenance or being. Which incliges me to conclude, | 
that the difpenſations of Providence do in ſome meaſure 
comply wich common neceflity, rho in the ſevere epithice 
of permicing deſtrufion, in the kinds | have mencioned, 
to men and creatures. And I would giadly underſtand, 
concluded the Philoſopher, it the world does afford any 
luch integrity ina People who are not, for ends I have 
expreſſed, Infringers of their repoſe, or not for their ad- 
vantage ready to aggreſs a neighbouring Dominion. Nor |: 
did I ever hear of national! League or Confederacy thas 
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was longer preſerved than ſuitable to their reciprotal 
benefit; ſo that men are generally more beholding tor 
their reſpites from war to public conveniency, than to 
the conſcience of their ſupream Rulers. Whith ſhews us 
that War and Peace, like the uſual products of nature, 
are generated and corrupted by their ſeveral viciſſitudes, 
he —_ granted, that the Philoſopher had ju- 
diciouſly {rengrhned his manner of reaſoning with a re- 
ceived notion of his ſcience 3 but cold him withal, that 
there was no general obſervation, applhable ro che indi- 
rect condutts of men, bur might admit of ſome exceptj- 
on, if compared with the upright meatures approved and 
practiſed by others; and this was paJpebly verihed in 
the a&tua) mechods of War and Peace, conſtantly ad- 
ered to by their A/treadan Monarciy ; inlomuch, that 


Fur Scepter was never ſtained with the diſpol] ſhng of 


any righttul Domiiion. And tho our Religion, as was 
formerly proved, is of a more perſpicuous and demon- 
ſtrative ſtandard than any oppoſite belict rnart would un- 
dertake ro compare with ours; yet we have never ot her- 
wiſe, than perſwaſtvely inttotuced the evidence of our 
Creed, or enftoreed the forteicures of mens poficſtions for 
not apprehending (ocleatly as our ſelves, well knowing 
that the deJufive pretences of reitetous Zeal noc ſeldom 
accompany the defizned ambitious March: of the un 
1172 hreous Invader. And it onthe account of the evi- 
dence of our belict, we h:ve nit armed ' our violence 
againſt the pertwaſion or right of any legirimace Sove- 
Ta:gaty; to be trre we have rot engaged our Savords 
©: the he of injurious contiierzcics, or cndeavour'd to 
exal-, dy our aſliitance, anv perſonal Ufurparion wrere- 
by to exclude the knoun proprictir of rhe Royal I hrone; 
nor could we ever be © »lig au to frpport, by our warlike 
vaiour, &9y alliance whoſ: crite was unjuſt, or did not 
act meeriy on the detenhy © part Abhorriag even the 
reparation of wro!n93. by the tpoils of an Enemy, 119 
frequently the ſh nulaced Rr*t+'t4 i9n of orfher domir 
OUS, as a1 outragious ſource * Wnence have wicely 


concinu'd the deltructions of v1 <1 110m age £0 age - tn 
| ' br». 
bs ? zlc 


(ala 


frequently to the greater loſs of ſuch forcible contenders 
who inſtead of repairing by violence the wrongs they 
have ſuffer'd by oppolers, encreafe their fumm, as they 
are looſers in attempting their red: els, 

Wherefore 'tis not enly honourable forgiveneſs that 
inducerh our conſtirution of State not to retaliate 11ju. 
ries, but a beneficial conveniency in ſparing ot thar Blood 
and Treaſure, rhat orher Soveraigntics, our of oftentati- 
on and pride of pou er, or to (!1}ate their military gran- 
deur, conceive it looks big 1n them, if chey can enforce 
miſeries on their neighbours, paramount ro the wrongs 
they have formerly ;*cetv'd. 

In fumm, our War is defenſive, yet fo judiciouſly 
manag'd. when properly concern'd, that we haye been 
always (ufficicnely provided togive our oppolers cauſe ro 
repent the actempts they have made againſt us. Ard 
this we conceive to have been our fater and nobler ſa- 
risfaftion, when our valour has thus gloriouſly merired 
our national eſteem and reward, inſtead of the haz1rd of 
Reparation for precedent violations from foreign Advere 
faries» And if defire of Revenge be no leſs an Inglori- 
ous than Improyidevt cauſe of War, or no other in ef- 
fect bur to retaliate one depredation by the committing , 
of another, tho perhaps ſpeciouſly pretended ro continue 
but till the potent claim ot martial damages be redreſs'd, 
tothe con:enr of Apereſſors; when tis ſeldom obſerva- 
ble that Yrinces will realy diſpoſe their hearts cally to 
ballance, and give laſting fſacistaCtion tor their invading 
and opprefling of a neighbouring pricipalic.. Nor is 
any thing, for the moſt part, fo «xrravigantly compu» 
ted as rne Arichmerick of Srares, when the tum:n of their 
Cema ids is m1rinlicd by the fr:Rions of War. 

The Ath-r1gn Senator - having 1tentively confider'd 
theſe m1 1] ancutlions, tliat Ex[190:69165%;1iy related to 
th 19: diſcuthons of Policy aid Wir, told the Faſ- 
{1nelo;, That norwichltanding he highly appraudtrd rhe 
Heroick Integrity of the A/treaden rule and cond::t, he 
coult not bar apprehen4 thi: it was dangerouſly «cx. 
pos Cc, even by the vercue of 1ts mealures, to the machi- 
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nations and attempts of foreign Invaders; if no other 
than defenfive Arms were imploy'd to oppoſe the deſcenc 
of Enemies from abroad. And what is more uſual with 
the martial policies of Principalities and States, than in 
their preparations and actual force to be firſt Aggreſlors; 
if bue ſulpeRiong thar any warlike vicinity would be as 
nimble in afſailing of any territories that belong to them: 
and this manner of prevention or averting of War, by 
conducting it to the doors of their formidable neigh- 
bours, left its tragical and ruinous ſcene ſhould be firſt 
open'd againſt themſelves, has been the ſubtil expedient 
of Monarchs and Repub'icks: tho in conſtruction no 
other than a furious devaſtation erected, on the account 
of weakening their apprehended adverſaries, by being 
formolt in violence. But as ſupreme Rulers will reſerve 
to their ſole arbitrement the perſpective of their future 
dangers, ſo they will not refrain from imploying of ſuch 
toiCcible inevns as does not concenter with the exact ſtan- 
dad of Juſtice ; it being leaſt in their thoughts, if com- 
rodious for the ends of their ambition and power, what 
miſeries they perpetrate, when they lead the Monſter 
War to prey on free quaiter and ſpoil of their neigh- 
Sboursby their warlixe atrempts. 

And it is very obſervable, that a bold Invader will 
find more contederated partakers, in hopes to be ſharers 
in his acquifitions, than a people can readily engage to 
cheir aſſiſtance, thar at no tarther rhan their internal de- 
tence, wichout any prolpect of enlarging their domini- 
on, or being impower'd by the valor of their Troops to 
. oblige the armsof ſuch as would, on thoſe terms, be 
cheir Allies in war. 

Nor is any thing more unſafe, as the affairs of the 
world are exorbitantly managed, than for humane Rule 
ro depend (o on the ſimplicity of its proweſs and vertue, 
as to be ina cendition of ſufferance from the potency of 
un Enemy, becore it provides to repulſe che attacks that 
may far endanger, if not ſubyer:, the fundamental be- 
ing of a People. 


And 
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And if your Aftreadan Nilitia be not more than ordi- 
narily {pirited by the Juſtice of their martial defence, as 
alſo from the approved conduct and fortunate ſucceſs of 
their valiant Leaders ; I do not perceive how any num- 
bers of your Natives, however large may be their ſum, 
can on the account of tt.eir power, be ſufficient co refiſt, 
in ſome revolutions of Scate, the dangers that may ariſe 
from the defignments of foreign Enemies, and conſpira- 
cies at home. 

T he Faſſinedos reply'd, that ſince the Athenizn Senator 
had conceded,that the manner and grandeur of the Aſftre- 
adam war was highly commendable, as it rete: red to the 
defenſible preſervation of the People; he could not bur 
grant, that the maxim was no lets heroica)ly great,which 
prohibired deplor'd re:aliations, tho provoked by the 
Sword of an injurious Invader. And this has been fo 
happily practiſed, ſaid the Faſſinedes, within our Do- # 


min1on, that by the entirenets of its torce, we heve been? ' 


more than enough powertul, not only in defending our 
Country, burin repelling the complicated aggrethons of 
our Enemies: Neither have we thought our ſelves leſs, 
in the proſpect of our warlike atchievments, by not hav- 
ing admitted for our reinforcement, the numerous min- 
pie of confederared Aſſiſtants ; well krowing thar a pgcod 
cauſe 13 ſeldom made better, cr more ſucceſsful, trom rhe 
aid 1t receives by their derachments. 

And it duly confidered,the nature and defigns of Cone 
leceracies, what do they gererally imply other than a 
cor.mixcure of fo many difagreeable, or inzirctt an birt» 
ons ; either as foine would continue, by me 2:;5 of an 
armed Leaga?, rhe Pol: flions which they cannot others 
wile defend ; whilſt others would att+i1 n ore grovnd on 
their Neighbors Territories than thiy ought to over» 
come, If they ſeem, co acknowleege 2nv Prince for 
Head of their League,” and Condu@ of their Arms, they 
are rarely his longer than by him dearly bought, And 
ſhould the Prowels of his Troops, commixt with theirs, 
be at any time conſiderably proſperous, which ſelcom 
comes to paſs by their Intendment or Razard on his aC= 
: count, 
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count, they are very inclinable to apply the main glory 
of the action to their valor and condu, together with 
che intereſt chev deſign to chemſelves, inſtead of comply- 
ing with the expectation of Regown, and latitude of 
Power, chat poſlibly is the ambition of their capital Guide 
and BenefaC&t >r. If unſucceſsful in his Condudt and &t- 
tempts, *tis probable that he may find his mercenary Con. 
federates his worſt Dcierters, and ſo ſecretly roo, that 
he will cot timely be able to fill cheir rooms in his Camp, 
with other Recruits, Per”aps diſcerning, when too 
lare, that they nave combined to ſell him, and his clan» 
deſtiac Inciguc's with enem, tor mony disburſed under. 
hand, to his pg: atelt adverſary. So thac nothing is more 
ap: coend to 1c deerim-nt o: che princival Girandee in 
a 1ciri'*, thana bia'sd or fading Couted-racy: and 
doubtici- {tw hve rcap'1t.12 benefit of ſuch ſtipulations 


in the ſenſe they wore agree! or paid for. 


D&-« nar cmmon experic' ce aflure us, that the kind- 
nels contracted by Cantederacies1s no longer continu'd 
than (uits with the po.'tical nwerijeacies and advantages 
of the parties engag'd. And1s ir nor as cectain, that ei» 
ther from diſguſts or mitu..derttandings in the manage- 
ment of heir affairs, or trom accidental and frequent 
variation of their meaſures, they ſoon wave their prece* 
denr Contratts, however firmly obltz d to their obſer- 
vance, as they ought to employ their Arms and Condudt. 
And this difficulty proceeds trom their not being able 
ro fit entirely their leveral Intereſts, for thelr common 
advantage, to any conliderable progreſſion of time ; El- 
p:cially when their military oppoſition is requir'd agaiaſt 
a powerful and united Enemy inthe hgure of a ſole Mo- 
narch. Well known 'tis to you Grecians, that Phiip 
King of Macedim, Father of the Great Alexender, tho the 
extent of his Dominion was ſmall, if compared wich the 
Territories of his Adverſaries, not only withſtood, by 
the ſingle force of his Arms and Policy, the confederated 
Power of the molt conſiderable, if not all the Principa- 
lities and States of Gyeece, when combined to his oppoti- 


tion, but ſubdued their Rtroageſt Forts and Citirs 3 vor 
wele 
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were his Legions lefs ſignally vitorious,when attacking 


in hattel thett combin'd Battalions ; till wearied and im- 
paired by the var-quiſhmenrs they felt by his Force ; they 
ſeparared from their unſucceſsful Contederacy; eit her as 
they ſubmitted on his terms, or at their requeſt were 
received into his Alliance. And in this manner was that 
one Kingdom more prevalent than opulent Greece wich its 
numerous Adheren:s ; which could not proceed from the 
fertility or ſupernumerary ſtrength of his Territory, con+ 
fidering that the ſoil and extenc of his Kingdom, was in 
neither of thoſe reſpects ſuperior,if compared to the large 
Surface ot Greece, and the Natives it produced. W here- 
fore © muſt be attribured to the nature and afﬀettion cf 
the Macedonians, as they were in ſou] duly united and (pi- 
rited co ſupport andenlarge the glory of their Monarch, 
rather than any advantageous or proſperous enterprize 


that could be artribuced to the Fortune or Condutt of , 
their military Power. And [I dare aver, continued the /* 


Faſſinedss, that the fingle Potency of our Aſtreadan Do- 
mion would prove nor interior, as it now ſtands conſti- 
ruced, were there more ſtrenuous Confederates. its Op- 
po'ers, than I have m2nrioned, ſubdu'd by the Crrandeur 
of the Afacedonian Pnilip. It being not eafily imaginable 
how any bundles of People affociated or combined in the 
{trifteſt League of War, (h3ll ever be able ro vanquiſth 
a Nation entirely uried, could chey perfectly cemenc 
thetr undertakings to that one end, which ſeidom or ne- 
ver. for the reaſons before given, they will unanimcuſly 
c0.{:re to co, And thus, in the conſideration of us 
Alir-$41ns, a foreivn Confederacy contriv'd agamlit our 
Dc1fnon, would rather provoke our contempe than 
tear, believing cur defence to conſiſt more on the ſound 
nef; of Gur Peoples Hearts, and che firm tenure of their 
Obedience to her ſip: cam Magiftracy ; than in num- 
der, however Confiderable, of en bartell'd Squadrons : 
I- bet2p ra'« 7 Grfererned that a League of War, tho up- 
1.7 0; the intereſt and Treaſure of powerful Nations, 
<1 tar precced, or endanger a People, that is not inter. 
14,,y Ce; ry G and htred to the deſigus of Invaders 3 whe 
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ſeldom adventure to make their deſcent, but where they 
are aſlured of having Partakers. Either as they are con- 


fident ot finding them, or have betorechand prepared [j. 
viſions, in a Nation, ſuitable to their purpoſe. And 
this can in n? kiad com* to pals, but whece the Hearts 
of Subjects are p*rnicioully retrograde from the line of 
their due Qbedience, a danger which cannat befall us in 
the Recti:ude vur Goverrment now ſtands: Haviag by 
the prudent conferring of Rewards and Venalties, re- 
moy*;4 to the Shame of Off-aders, as | precedeucly re. 
lated, ſuch a9: orious averſions to our Monarchical Re- 
gim-nt,chac might ocherwile have been pernitiouſly cog- 
veycd 11 tie vioud of our Natives. And dangerous Re- 
volution muſt needs be incident co humane Rule that 
canao* expedicely provide, by InfliCtions or condign Re- 
proach, © avert me deiinqueacies of evil Principles 
from the ſouls and praftice ot men. Ir being polirically 
u 1leniable, that waereſ»:ver the antipathy of Tenears 
and Fictions, in oppoti:ion to the civil obedience of a 
Pcopic, have any large progreſſi21 or intereſt ; char the 
precip:tace Ruine of ſach a Uominion will lo0n enſue, if 
nat cautiouſly prevented. Nathiag being more difficult, 
than for a Prince, in ſuch circumſtances, to preſerve his 
Rule and Repu ation, tho his perſonal deſerc merit ac- 
knowledgmenc trom the moſt oppoſite of his People. 

It he would gratify his Subjects by repoſe at home, 
to be ſure thefatious part of them will term ic his pro- 
penleneſs ro Luxury and Exfe, and not his genuine 1ncli- 
nation to give them a ſedate Tranquility. 

[f contrarily, he would advance his, and their Re- 
nown, by warabroad; 'tis no lefs certain, that they 
will de:ra tron his condu oa every account, ſo that 
*tis almoſt imp2ſſi»le for a Monarch (o prejudiced by the 
difaff-Rions of his People to be tolerably ſecure, either 
as he would preſerve prace within his Territories, or re- 
pel the inſules of his Neighdor Enemies. Wherelo't 
the main endeavar of a Soveraign, who is complicated 
with humorous difafſ-tions of any conſtderable part ot 
his Nation, to perfect his firſt Vittacy at home, by 

ſubduing 
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fubduing obnoxious Principles in the minds of his People; 
and what can 4e expected but Seditions and fatal Dilaſters 
within his Circle, unleſs he can reduce the Perſors of 
ſuch diſturbers to a due Renunciation of their precedent 
errors, till when it concerns him to hope, little from 
Subjects ſo complicared ; whilſt roo many of them will 
hold themſe ves obliged, by the obliquiry of their Te+ 
nents, to fight againſt him, inſtead of venturing their 
Lives in defence of his Scepter.* Infomuch that a wiſe 
and juſt Soveraign will prove it very hard,in ſuch a pro- 
miſcuous and diflurbed condition of hus Srate, to ſcleR 
Hands and Hearts, notwithſtanding their obligacion by 
Oaths and Benefits, that will ſerve him, as becomes the 
duty of their truſt, in a civil or military Imployment, Tt 
being very ſuitable ro rhe temper of ſuch perſons, to res 
cede from their ſworn and known Allegiance, when 'ad+> 


vantzgeouſly tempted with a freſher Intereſt; tho they _ 
have no berter argunient to make, for being Criminals 1n © 


that ſuperlative degree, than as they were guided by e- 
normous motives to the deſerring of their King, and the 
Laws of their Country. All which high and terrible in- 
conveniencies, proceeding from ilaffe&ion caus'd by 
evil Principles , when patronized by men of popular 
breadth and vogue in their Nation, have been happily res 
medied, within our Affreadan Principality, by the me« 
thod I have formerly expreſled. 

And whereas it 15 uſual in other Dominions, where 
ind!reftneſs and averſion in Tenenrs are dangerouſly pre- 
'alcnt, ro provide for the ſafety of their King and Go- 
vernment, ſuch a chargeable number of armed Legions 
as may readily ſuppreſs any internal diſturbance or ſedi- 
ton, wichin the compaſs of their State : A proviſion un- 
neceflary with us, where there is no occaſion to maintain 
4 greater number of warlike Troops, than as a prime nur- 
Icry of milrtacy Diſcipline and Glory, are convenient to 
attend on the Dignity of our Monarch: His whole Nati- 
on being firm in principle, and therefore both his nume- 
rous and invircihie Army, whenſoever he ſummons, for 


tus royal defence, their martial Afliſtance, And thus you - 


have 
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have received at) exaR account of the eſſential conſtituti- 
on of our monarchical Gubernation in reference to Re j- 
gion, Policy, War and Peace. 

The Athenian Senator and Philoſopher, joyntly aſſured 
the 7aſſined»s , that as they were highly obliged by 
the precedenc diſcourſes of rhe Frdefendon, whereby 
he had clearly manifeſted che perſpicuity of-the Aſtreadan 
Belief and Worſhip, ſo they were 1 leſs obliged to him 
for the prudent account he had given them, both of the 
civil and warlike 11anagements of 'his Nation ; defiri 
him to believe, that by their beſt ſenſe rhey ſhould con- 
vey the valuc," to the utmoſt of cheir power, for the ju- 
dicious approbarion and uſe of other Nations : which 
might worthily be refin'd by meaſures Jeduced f: om thoſe 
he had delivered, tending to divine and political concern- 
ments. And this they foon would perform, if by the 
permiſſion of providence they might compleat their in- 
tended Voyape to Perſtz and other Dominions ; which 
they relolv'd wich their firſt conveniency to vn lertake ; 
giving the Faſſizedos and Fidefendon abundant thanks for 
the many Civilities and Obligacions received from them, 

The Fidefendn and Jaſſinedos with a handfom demes 
nor, reecived the acknowledgment made by theſe wor- 
thy Grectans, defiring that they would reſpite their Jour- 
ney till they kad accepted afarther welcome, by obſcrv- 
ing the Court and Splendor of that Monarch; as alſo the 
Scituation, Commerce, and Nature of the Climate, to- 
gether with ſuch Monuments of Antiquity, as witneſſed 
the long Renown of the Aftreadan Nation. 


FINIS. 
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